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EDITORIAL 


Giving An Account Of Our 
Stewardship 


With this issue The Journal completes the first 
year of its ministry. We are praising God for His 
blessings upon us. The response from all over our 
Church has been marvelous. Our daily mail brings 
letters from our readers expressing gratitude to 
God for blessings received from reading The 
Journal. Many have told us that they pass their 
copies on to one or more friends who read it with 
great pleasure and profit. The subscription list is 
growing daily and for two months before the end 
of the first year renewals have been coming in 
from those who say they do not want to miss a 
copy. Several have renewed for two years in ad- 
vance. We claim no credit for this but only praise 
God for continued evidences of His blessings as 
the days go by. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company, Inc., is a non-profit corporation and all 
funds received go right into the active ministry of 
.The Journal. We have no endowment and no in- 
come from advertisements. We have made no claim 
to any official connection with any court or 
agency of our Church. Our understanding is that 
The Presbyterian Survey is the only officially 
owned and controlled paper or magazine within 
our Church. This is the promotional magazine of 
the Executive Committees of our Church. On the 
other hand, The Southern Presbyterian Journal is 
owned and operated by a group of Southern Pres- 
byterian Ministers and Laymen whose sole aim 
and prayer is to call our Southern Presbyterian 
Church back to her original position, a position 
unequivocally loyal to the Word of God and the 
Standards of ovr Church, a position which God 
has so signally blessed and which He will bless 
again, Let us remember that there are certain 





great basic principles which brought our Southern 
Presbyterian Church into being. We feel that it is 
our duty and privilege to reaffirm these truths and 
to keep them before the Church. 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal accepts with- 
out reservation the Standards of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church as set forth in The Confes- 
sion of Faith and Catechisms. Tt understands that 
these standards—to which the Ministers and Flders 
and Deacons of the Southern Presbvterian Chureh 
have subscribed—teach the full insviration of the 
Serintures of the Old and New Testaments: the 
Virgin Birth of Christ, the eternal Son of God; 
His Substitutionarv Atonement; His bodily Resur- 
rection from the dead; His ascension into Heaven 
and His present High Priestly work there as our 
Intercessor; and that this same Christ is coming 
again to judge the quick and the dead. The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal believes that the mis- 
sion of the Church is spiritual and redemptive, 
and that the Church should not be used to pro- 
mote the political, economic and social teachings 
of any group or extra-church organization, on 
which Christian men have a right to differ, and 
which are outside the Church’s responsibility as 
an evangelizing agency. 
























To this unifying and constructive ministry The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal is dedicated, and 
for this high purpose it makes its appeal for sup- 
port. We have felt that unless The Journal could 
fill a real need in our Church and make a con- 
structive contribution to the Spiritual Welfare of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church then we would 
not want to carry on. To that end we wrote to 4 
number of the leaders in our Church a few weeks 
ago asking them for their opinion for publication 
in this issue. We asked that they disregard per- 
sonal friendship and write purely on the record 
thus far giving their opinion of The Journal’s min- 
istry thus far, These we are printing in the follow- 
ing pages, 
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Permit me to offer my sincere congratulations 
to “The Southern Presbyterian Journal” as it 
passes the first milestone on the highway of its 
life. 

Under the leadership of its able editor, and 
under the guidance of an editorial staff of many 
of our ablest leaders, ‘The Journal” should prove 
to be a potent influence in the promotion of the 
peace and purity of our beloved Church. 

As you look back over the past year, may you 
have the consciousness of having rendered a real 
service in the propagation of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and in the advancement of the Kingdom of 
God on earth! 

With best wishes to you for many years of use- 
ful service, 1 am Cordially yours, 
cgr-w Chas. G. Rose, Moderator. 





This magazine devoted to “the statement de- 


fense and propagation of the gospel’ is rendering 
a real service to our denomination. The Journal is 
especially to be commended on its forthright stand 
on the basic principles of our Christian faith. The 
magazine is to be congratulated on the successful 
completion of the first year of its life and its many 
readers throughout the Church will continue to 
look for help and stimulation from the timely art- 
icles that are carried in its pages from month to 
month. C. Darby Fulton, Exec. Secy. 
Assembly’s Foreign Missions. 





I am writing to express to you the sincere thanks 
of the Christian Education Movement for the as- 
sistance you have given this work through the col- 
umns of The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 

I think one of the great problems before the 
Church and State today is the matter of keeping 
the Christian element in the education of the 
youth. Unless this is done, consequences more se- 
rious than those we are facing today are surely 
to follow. 

We earnestly hope you are going to continue to 
help the Synods as they are seeking today to more 
firmly establish the colleges and theological semi- 
naries under their control. 


Once more thanking you in the name of the 
Christian Education Movement of the General 
Assembly and of each of the Synods, and wishing 
you the richest joy and blessing in all your life and 


service, ] am Very cordially yours, 
Henry H. Sweets, 


Sg Secretary C.E.& M.R. 


Today, perhaps, as never before, Christian liter- 
ature is an essential factor in the life and service 
of those who bear Christ’s Name. All who help to 
make possible the printed page which honors Christ 
and His Cause make a valuable contribution to 
the work of the Kingdom. 

We are grateful to the editors of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal for including in their issues 
messages that inspire and instruct in Christian 
faith and practice. We are grateful, too, that The 
Journal makes available to its readers some mes- 
sages prepared by the Committee on Woman's 
Work under the caption, “Wings For The Soul.” 
designed to point sorrowing, anxious hearts to God, 
the Source of power, comfort and grace for every 
trial in these tes‘ing times. We would especially 
express our appreciation of the one who serves as 
editor of the Woman's Page, a former fellow- 
worker in the organized Woman’s Work of our 
Church, and ever a friend in Christ who is fired 
with a passion for souls and a love for His service. 
We would join with other friends in prayer for 
this Christian ministry through the printed page. 


Janie M. McGaughey, 
Secretary of Woman’s Work. 





1 appreciate very much the work which The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal is doing in the 
propagation of the faith and in its support and co- 
operation with all of the agencies and committees 
of the Church. Your increasing number of sub- 
scribers is an evidence of the fact that The 
Journal is appealing to people as meeting a need. 
1 have been especially gratified by the fact that no 
unkindly, critical and controversial articles have 
been admitted to your columns. I welcome most 
cordially The Southern Presbyterian Journal and 
every other effort for the advancement of the cause 
of Christ and the building up of the work of His 
Church, 


Donald W. Richardson, Chairman, 
Permanent Committee on Evangelism. 





-—_ == 
i ti tl 


I wish to congratulate The Southern Presbyte- 
rian Journal on the completion of the first year of 
its service to the life and work of our Church. Its 
clear, firm stand, free of contention and narrow- 
ness of spirit, for the evangelical faith is worthy of 
commendation. I wish for The Journal increasing 
influence and usefulness in the years ahead. 


Very fraternally, 
Homer McMillan, Exec. Secty. 
Assembly's Home Missions. 
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By reference to one’s calendar, he discovers that 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal will be a year 
old on the first of April. Those of us who have 
read even casually the pages of this magazine have 
been impressed with the fact that the contributions 
have been diversified and well written and most 
of them calculated to stimulate the devotional and 
intellectual life of the Christian people within the 
bounds of our Church. 


As it goes into its second year, its well wishers 
will entertain for this Journal the hope and ambi- 
tion that it may increasingly stimulate our Church 
toward a spirit of unity and a spirit of devotion to 
our Lord and Master, and especially toward an 
increased desire to overtake our tasks in the fas- 
cinating field which is entrusted to us by God’s 
Providence, 


With good wishes, and pleasant recollections of 
our friendship, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
Thos. W. Currie, 


President Austin Seminary. 


TW C-K 





I wish to congratulate you upon the fine job 
which you have done in editing “The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal” during the first twelve 
months of its life. As would be expected, I have 
not agreed with all your positions, but I have all 
respect for the sincerity of the convictions which 
you have expressed, and rejoice that you have been 
able to keep your pages so largely free of personal 
controversy. It is certainly desirable that every de- 
cision reached by our Church should be based upon 
a full discussion of the issues involved, and we 
have everything to gain from debates conducted in 
a spirit of mutual sympathy and good-will. Most 
of your articles have, of course, been non- 
controversial, and I am confident that many of 
these have been spiritually helpful to a wide circle 
of readers J. McDowell Richards, President, 

Columbia Theological Seminary. 





These are days in which our Church and our 
world face critical issues that try the very souls of 
men. Christian leadership, therefore, demands clear 
thinking, such as we until now have not always 
felt the need of. Right in the midst of this situa- 
tion church papers today find themselves, for they 
are an essential part of the educational leadership 
of the Church, the moulders of attitudes and poli- 
cies. Upon them devolves, in large measure, the 
difficult but essential task of interpreting critical 
issues in Christian terms, offering to children, 


—— 


youth and adults such guidance as will help them 
to discover and to maintain their spiritual bear. 
ings in the midst of the complexities we all face. 
To this task The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
most definitely has dedicated itself, and I am con. 
fident that its leadership will be statesmanlike and 
will be gauged to the needs of our people and our 
times. Through its pages much has already been 
done to strengthen our Church, to summon it to 
vigorous and active leadership, and to make it more 
worthy of its place in the Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. I am confident that 
this will continue to be its policy from this time on, 
Edward D. Grant, Executive Secy. 
Religious Education and Publication. 


hittin 
+o 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ON 
‘Political Activities Of The 
Federal Council Of 
Churches’ 


The March, 1943, Bulletin of the Federal Coun- 
cil carries an editorial entitled, “‘In the Interest 
of Truth” which we quote in full below: 


“In The Interest Of Truth 


An article in the December issue of The South. 
ern Presbyterian Journal entitled ‘Political Ac. 
tivities of the Federal Council of Churches” is 
based on so much misinformation and rests on 
so many erroneous assumptions that it is neces 
sary to make a public statement of the facts. 
The essential facts are as follows: 

On May 15, 1942, the Executive Committee of 
the Council gave careful consideration to 4 
proposal which, if approved, would commit the 
Council to moral support of thé abolition of the 
poll tax as a qualification for voting. After ex- 
tended discussion no action was taken. Many 
members of the Executive Committee were con- 
vinced that an important moral principle was it 
volved, basing their opinion chiefly upon the fact 
that the poll tax has the effect of disfranchising 
a large body of citizens. Other members, how 
ever, regardless of their personal views, felt that 
too many technical problems of government were 
involved to justify the Federal Council in e 
pressing a judgment on a matter currently ir 
volved in a debated legislative proposal. The fac! 
that the Council has taken no action and maée 
no statement on the subject is an indication 0 
the care which the Council exercises in dealing 
with matters of public policy. 

On November 23, the National Committee to 
Abolish the Poll Tax, an organization with whic 
the Federal Council has no connection whatevel, 
inserted a page advertisement in the Washingto 
Post in which the Federal Council was falsel) 
listed as one of twenty-nine “constituent organ 
zations” of the Committee. As soon as this came 
to the attention of officers of the Council, a le 
ter was written to the National Committee t 
Abolish the Poll Tax, insisting that it had 
right thus to use the Federal Council’s name. 4 
full statement of the facts has been given to Th 
Southern Presbyterian Journal and it is hope 
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that its next issue will explain to its readers that 


its criticism of the Council was based upon mis- 


information. 


In order to guard against future misunder- 
standing the Bulletin emphasizes the fact that 
it is contrary to the Federal Council’s policy to 
become a “constituent organization” in agencies 
which are not a part of the life and structure 
of the churches. Even though it may have much 
in common with worthy movements of a _ so- 
called secular character, the Council acts inde- 
pendently of them in order to make it clear that 
it represents the churches and only the churches. 
The Council is jealously concerned to safeguard 
its character as directly responsible to the de- 
nominations that comprise it. If it should, one 
day, take action on the poll tax, it would be 
solely as the mature decision of the representa- 
tives of the churches, not as a “constituent” of 
some general ‘free-lance’ movement.” 

Since that article appeared in The Journal we 
have had a rather voluminous correspondence with 
Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert of the Federal Council 
and with the Secretary of the National Committee 
to Abolish the Poll Tax. 

The Secretary of this Committee has admitted 
that they acted without proper authority in in- 
cluding the Federal Council as one of the consti- 
tuent organizations. At the same time she insists 
that three members of the official family of the 
Federal Council had personally assured her of 
their support and of the approval of the Federal 
Council. 

This full page advertisement in question 
appeared in a metropolitan daily paper, the Wash- 
ington Post. 

The Journal feels that the position of the Fed- 
eral Council would be much stronger if it had 
called attention to this unauthorized action of 
the National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 
thru the channels which originally gave it pub- 
licity. It would also be in much stronger position 
were it not for its almost uninterrupted history 
of attempted interference in governmental and 
political matters. The Senators appealed to should 
be notified that this advertisement was not author- 
ized by the Federal Council. —H.B.D. 


Pacifism Stalks Again 


‘And Agag Came Unto 
Him Delicately’ 


Agag deserved to be killed. God had com- 
manded that he be exeeuted. But Saul thought he 
knew better and disobeyed God, sparing his life 
and taking of the best of the sheep and cattle 
“to sacrifice unto the Lord.” 

For this act of disobedience the kingdom was 
taken away from Saul and Samuel told him 
bluntly: “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to harken than the fat of rams. For rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou has rejected 
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee 
from being king.” 

Then Samuel called for Agag and we are told, 
“And Agag came unto him delicately. And Agag 
said, Surely the bitterness of death is past’ but 
he was wrong. He received the just punishment 
God had commanded. 


What has all this to do with Pacifism? Just 
this. We thought that by this time thinking men 
and women would realize that the Pacifism of 
the past twenty years is partially responsible for 
the present terrible world situation. We thought 
thinking men and women could see by now that 
international policing and execution of interna- 
tional criminals is a judicial procedure, just as 
necessary as our city police and courts, to which 
they so readily appeal when robbed or slugged by 
a_ bandit. 

But, this is not true. There has just come to 
our hand a letter from the “National Council for 
Prevention of War,” asking the churches to 
oppose the proposed army of 8,200,000 men. 
Many of the men listed as vice-chairmen are 
notorious liberals while some of the participating 
and co-operating organizations are among the 
most radical in America. 


This letter, signed by Frederick J. Libby, Execu- 
tive Secretary, is one of the most brazen attempts 
we have yet seen to use the Church as a pressure 
group to thwart proposed legislation. 


We do not know whether the contemplated 
size of the army is adequate or inadequate. We 
do not believe that the National Council for Pre- 
vention of War is in possession of information 
to make its judgment more trustworthy than that 
of the army authorities. It is their business to 
know and they alone have the facts on which 
to base an estimate. 


That such an organization should exist today 
and openly seek to thwart the plans of our Gov- 
ernment at this time is, we suppose, a tribute 
to democracy. At the same time it should be a 
warning and a challenge to patriotic citizens. 
The Church, through the Federal Council, thwart- 
ed preparedness before Pearl Harbor. Shall the 
Church now dictate the size of the army and 
thereby again undermine the fighting ability of 
our nation in this time of crisis? 


Agag at least had the grace to walk ‘“delicate- 
ly.” Christians, when approached by such or- 
ganizations promoting subversive and harmful 
doctrines, can well call their attention to the 
spiritual role of the Church and remind them of 
the fact that a loyal Christian should also be a 
loyal citizen. Such brazenness should not go un- 
challenged. —L.N.B. 


Why Is It? 


We all want social security. Why is it that so 
often, within the Church, we ignore the one 
possible way to social security, “Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and 
all these things (houses, lands, food, clothes, 
money) will be added unto you,” seeking instead 
to promote social security by the Church aiding 
various political schemes to that end. The issue is 
not political, it is spiritual. 


Germany’s menace to world peace stems back 
to destructive criticism of the Bible with result- 
ing spiritual and moral decay. Why is it we 
are so blind to see that the spirit of the Auburn 
Affirmation and similar denials of the doctrines 
of the Word of God as essential, will, if permitted 
to go unprotested, inevitably lead America to na- 
tional ruin, just as Germany is doomed? 
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The son of one of our ministers attended two 
meetings last summer; one a Boy Scout Camp, 
the other one of our Young People’s Confer- 
ences. On his return he asked his father, “Why 
is it that at the Young People’s Conference, 
cigarettes were sold openly on the grounds but 
at the Boy Scouts’ Camp none were permitted”? 

——_<@——— 

In athletic training schedules in schools and 
Colleges the men in training eat carefully and 
are required to abstain from liquor and tobacco. 
This to aid in winning victory for alma mater. 


The men in our armed services face the most 
exacting physical problems possible. Their lives 
can easily depend on the split second in judgment 
or the additional ounce of bodily stamina, as has 
been proven again and again in hand to hand 
combat. 


Why is it that the slogan seems to be “Keep 
’em Smoking,” and intemperance around army 
camps and of soldiers and officers on trains is 
notorious and passes without court martial? Is 
not military victory worthy of training as rigid 
as that required for school athletes? 

——@——. 

Centralization of authority in a nation makes 
possible a Hitler or a Mussolini or a Tojo, and 
in the Church makes possible a Pope. Why is it 
that the unmistakable trend in the Church today 
is to centralize power so we can “Speak with 
authority for the Church” when the inevitable 
end of such planning is a secular instead of a 
spiritual Church. 

—_—_— ——_—_ 

Unity of belief and purpose is a longed-for 
goal in the Church, but, union without unity in 
faith can only bring disunity and distress. Why 
is it we rate corporate unity so highly but lightly 
pass over the one essential point, a like precious 
faith in those doctrines which have withstood the 
storms of infidelity throughout the ages, and 
which will continue to stand. Those who press 
union on those to whom it is a matter of consci- 
ence, do not seem to sense that they are promoting 
division, not union. 

—_———__—_. 

America has shown the world the highest eco- 
nomic standards in the world. The parked cars 
around an industrial plant, the refrigerators and 
radios in the homes, the variety and types of 
foods eaten by Americans, all of these and count- 
less other material things are left for only the 
favored few in other lands. How did this come 
about? A Christian national background plus 
rugged individualism and unrestricted initiative. 
Why is it so many within the Church are seek- 
ing to tear down this type of social order and 
supplant it with a new order based on the theory 
that the Government owes every man a living? 

———__—~> 

Profound and lasting changes can be brought 
about in the Senate, the House, the Administra- 
tive and Executive branches of our government 
if we Christians will daily pray for these men, 
asking God to guide them, to overrule their mis- 
takes, to cause them to turn to Him for help. 
By this one thing, which is our duty, we can 
change the chaotic conditions in Washington, 
hasten the end of the war and promote a righteous 
peace. Why is it that instead of this which we 
can and should do, we but add to the confusion 
by seeking to make the Church but another pres- 
sure lobby? 


—— 


The Federal Council’s political activities reming 
us of the children of Israel when they carried 
the ark of the covenant into battle against the 
Philistines, failing to realize that their power was 
gone because of sin. The ark of the covenant 
did not save them but they suffered defeat and 
the ark was captured. Even if the Church should 
triumph in political matters it will have lost that 
for which God created it and “Ichabod” wil] be 
written across her portals. Why is it we do not 
learn the lesson that the power of the Church to 
transform the social order can only be accom- 
plished by spiritual means, the regeneration of 
lost sinners? 

What shall it be. Immanuel (God with us), or 
Ichabod (the glory has departed?) 

—_——_@———_— 

We are told that Eli “trembled” for the ark 
of the Lord but his trembling was futile because 
he had not restrained his sons in their evil ways. 
Why is it that today so many good men are appre- 
hensive about the liberalistic tendencies in the 
Church but do nothing to stem the tide. Trembling 
or apprehension alone are useless. Uniting with 
those who oppose infidelity will surely, with God’s 
blessing, help maintain the precious mission of 
the Church. 

These observations are not written in a spirit 
of carping criticism. We believe they should be 
considered and we believe much in the Church is 
not for the glory of God. At the same time, if 
criticism alone is offered, little that is good can 
be accomplished. Let us all turn from man-made 
programmes, expediency and the wisdom of man 
and seek to project our activities, personal or 
Church, on the plane which, under God’s blessing 
can do the most to glorify His name and bring a 
lost world back to Him. —L.N.B. 


Fixed Stars 


There is the story of a Negro coachman who, 
shortly before the Civil War, was taking his owner 
through a rough stretch of country. Suddenly the 


. sky overhead was full of shooting stars. Terrified, 


the coachman cried out, “oh, massa, the world’s 
caving in!’ But the master calmly pointed to the 
North Star. “That star isn’t falling,’’ he said, 
“see how st@ady it is!’’ 


As another year begins, it is reassuring to re 
member that amid the change and decay of our 
human lot, there are fixed stars, unchanging truths, 
by which every Christian may guide the frail bark 
of his life and find his way unerringly to Heaven. 

The fact that God is supreme over all is a fixed 
star in the firmament of truth, by which the child 
of God may assure himself that despite the up- 
heaval of nations, the perfect will of God will not 
fail of its accomplishment. 

The truth that God is love, of which the cross 
of Christ is the eternal proof and guarantee, will 
enable the believer in Jesus to endure with patience 
the buffetings of circumstance, and to recognize 
that the hand that wields the rod of affliction 
is the hand of his Father. 

The assurance of personal salvation through 
faith in Christ is a third fixed star which will 
steady the heart and mind in the midst of all 
that life can bring. What does it matter, though 
the road be hard and steep, if only the road leads 
Home? —The Soldier’s Evangel. 
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Sovereignty And Freedom 


(CONTINUED) 
By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D.* 


The Sovereignty of God is not one of the his- 
torical ‘“‘Five Points of Calvinism.” The matter 
was not directly an issue during the Synod of 
Dort, 1618, when the “Five Points’ were the 
pattle-ground. Calvinists should remember that 
their doctrinal system has, as has often been said, 
“but one point: the Sovereignty of God.” Cal- 
yinistically speaking, this doctrine necessarily 
carries along with it the Freedom of Man, as its 
counterpart. It is doubtless true that when one 
thinks of one of these, the other seems impossible; 
but they are so far apart in one sense,—the for- 
mer having proceeded East and the latter having 
gone West, around the circle of truth, that in 
another sense, they stand back to back! Their 
theoretical divergence is matched by their prac- 
tical cohesion. The lack of either would be fatal 
to mankind, as I shall point out in another install- 
ment. These are the Siamese twins of theology, 
as of life: sever them and vitality is fled. 


To state the problem here involved is to con- 
fess its intricacy. What to do? Whereas some 
would not hesitate to acknowledge its insolubility, 
falling back on the limitations of human finitude, 
others feel that in its more austere aspects, the 
antipodes are so utterly unreasonable that there 
is required of sensible people their repudiation 
complete. The immediate obstacle to this position 
is that the doctrines are Scriptural. And to resort 
to the theory of a non-infallible Book is of no 
avail; for the matter is not one of sporadic in- 
trusion there, but of indelible infusion. 


Happily the salvation of one’s soul does not 
depend on the solution of this or of any other 
strictly theological problem. “The secret things 
belong to the Lord our God; but the things which 
are revealed belong to us and to our children 

. that we may do them. And the Bible does 
not state that if we solve and believe theological 
enigmas we shall be saved. Salvation is in the 
Lord Jesus Christ direct, even though we may 
be unable to explain all about His character and 
person. We trust Him, not Theology in the 
abstract. Nonetheless Theology is vital in its 
place. Many things are distasteful when unknown, 
unexperienced. To change the figure, if these be 
deep waters, it is in deep waters that one learns 
to swim. Are the Calvinistic articles of the Faith 
to be cast out because they are hard? It is on 
hard articles that babies cut their teeth! 


Were we forced to choose, and could choice 
be made, Sovereignty would not be omitted, come 
What may. Whatever might happen to Free 
Agency in the deal, we could not worship a non- 
Sovereign God. So far as He falls short of 
Sovereignty, by so far does He fail of Deity. But 
the Scriptures leave us in no doubt as to His 
place in the universe and over it. He is sovereign 
all right, believe it or not: and we are consciously 
free, understand it or not. Pin that point down. 
And inability to explain will not jeopardize either. 

repeat that nothing could be more calamitous 
than to live in a world over which an all-Sovereign 


God did not preside. Those who think otherwise 
have drunk but “shallow draughts.” 


Yet men do exercise their freedom of thought 
touching this thing. Even John Wesley (and who 
does not thank God for him!) preached against 
“that horrible decree of predestination,” which he 
termed “blasphemy,” in a sermon on “Free Grace,” 
—a reference taken from Dr. Rice’s book pre- 
viously referred to. There is no beating around 
the bush here: it is a _ solar-plexus against 
Sovereignty. I add that it would doubtless be 
unchristian to take any delight in the thought 
that this same Wesley commits himself to a tacit 
Sovereignty, when in preaching on “Divine 
Providence,” he stresses not only a genera] but 
a “particular Providence,” which same, being 
necessarily either accidental or determined, means 
for any Christian an inevitably purposive Provi- 
dence; and this in turn is not noticeably remote 
from Foreordination, under which is concluded 
Predestination! Whereat we remark, for those 
who like Latin: “Quaque dignus dormitat Home- 
rus.” John Wesley’s predicament I look upon not 
so much as a confession of Arminianism’s weak- 
ness, as a tribute to Calvinism’s ineluctability! 
By way of amelioration let me add that Wesley 
or any other non-Calvinist is as Calvinistic as 
the father of Calvinism “when he prays and when 
he sings.”’ Witness: “Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless Soul on Thee,” and “Come 
Almighty to deliver, Let us all Thy life receive.” 
Charles Wesley is hardly less Calvinistic here, 
than is Toplady in “Rock of Ages”! (To even the 
score, it might be added that even Presbyterians 
sing: “A charge to Keep I have’’!) 


In the previous paper, of rather blanket nature, 
the reader will recall that I said that the Theology 
of Calvin suffers no whit more than the philosophy 
of Spinoza in their common attitude towards the 
two imponderables which constitute the subject 
for discussion in this series. Many will care little 
what the Spanish-Jewish-Dutch Philosopher 
thought. But remember that Spinoza is the lead- 
ing exponent of that philosophical position whose 
theological equivalent is called Sovereignty. And 
it is of more than ordinary significance that the 
Pantheistic Monist labelled his greatest dissertation 
“Ethics,” which, along with freedom, would seem 
to be irreconcilable with, if not impossible in, a 
universe of absolutely inflexible determinism. Can 
a Calvinist then be charged with folly or stupidity 
in clinging to both Sovereignty and Free Agency, 
when so soundly re-inforced by philosophy? I 
mean, of course, arguing on merely human prin- 
ciples. If a Rationalist swallows both, why may 
not a Christian? 


It is true that Pantheism provides methods of 
wriggling out of the dilemma, which Calvinism 
cannot abide. But it should not be forgotten that 
despite Spinoza’s attempts at a synthesis of the 
antithesis (as for example, in limiting his de- 
termism to means, and excluding it from ends, 
and his holding that man is himself a part of 
the All-in-one and the One-in-all, and is therefore 
merged in a universe having no purpose or ulti- 
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mate meaning), he nevertheless confesses more 
than once his inability in the face of the great 
problem. Skim through his “Ethics” and see for 
yourself. A Philosopher claims inalienable right 
to paradox! He strains out many gnats: a camel 
he swallows at a gulp! I forbear more. 


In this article I ask particularly: Can we ac- 
cept a matter which we cannot understand? The 
question persists: “How can those things be?” I 
assume the position that lack of understanding is 
no argument against truth: a thing can be true 
without our being able to comprehend it. Nor is 
this statement to be taken as rationalization,— 
the “high-brow”’ term for “excuse,” on account 
of failure to make good a promise. But do let it 
be said, in quotation marks: ‘No difficulty con- 
cerning any fact, can invalidate that fact.” It is 
true that no determinist (one who believes in a 
unified system, in which all is ordered, “according 
to plan,’’) whether from Calvin, to Lincoln, to 
Mr. Einstein, is consciously handicapped by a 
philosophy which includes antinomies. Many a 
person I am sure, lives in direct benefit of a 
creed which may be actually indefensible before 
the public judgment-seat,—not that benefit in- 
volves rectitude, necessarily. And—parallel in 
principle, we accept, without comprehension, the 
processes of metabolism, eating food just the 
same. So, with regard to electricity, gravity, the 
earth’s rotation,—ours is the benefit, notwith- 
standing our nescience. 


Therefore at the risk of getting beyond our 
depth, let me bring to focus, in this presentation, 
further data geared to secular circles, before 
turning later to the one source of authority for 
the Christian. What I mean is that it may possibly 
be shown by reason that there is freedom even 
in a determined world. We already know it to be 
true in experience. What can we say of it, the- 
oretically? 


Sovereignty, whether in Theology or in Phi- 
losophy, involves necessity: does it debar free- 
dom? We must acknowledge that reason is not 
absolute. A matter may then be incomprehensible 
to reason without being contra reason. Some time 
back I picked up a half-century old copy of the 
Bibliotheca Sacra which contained a most interest- 
ing article on the matter of Freedom, from which 
I take a quotation: “Divine fore knowledge does 
not contradict reason, i.e., a finite will can be 
free to choose one or another of two motives, and 
yet its determinations be so fore known by God 
that His course is known to Him from eternity, 
and is consequently a unity to Him, and unlimited 
except as He limits Himself. How He has limited 
Himself,—the finite being not thereby determined 
(compelled), reason cannot conceive, because in 
attempting it, reason is obliged to construct Him 
(whence by the very construction, it is not He, 
but a mere construction of reason), and determine 
all His knowledge according to its own, which it 
cannot know to be absolute ... Such assumption 
although incomprehensible, is not contradictory to 


reason, and therefore can be a rational object of 
belief.”’ 


We understand that God is independent of 
time: all things to Him are an eternal now. In 
similar vein, God cognizes all things immediately, 
whereas we, with our relative knowledge, appre- 


————— 


hend phenomena in succession. Both time and 
space are concessions to human limitations. Oy, 
knowledge, proceding from particulars, synthesizes 
a unity; absolute knowledge proceeds in reverse 
of this, going from a unity to analyze particulars, 
(So, in effect Bib. Sac.) Again, “Absolute knowl. 
edge, conditioning reason, is free from the cop. 
ditions which it applies to reason. It proceeds jp 
the opposite direction. Reason can know only by 
synthesis, by moments of determination in time: 
hence it cannot know a period [that is, here, 
prior to experience (R.F.G.)] whether or not a 
contingent event will occur at a determinate time, 

. But absolute knowledge, without any limi- 
tations of time or of space, intuits the event en. 
tirely a priori.” This is but to admit that the two 
kinds of knowledge are the “same in result, but 
different in process.” And it is entirely possible 
for us to see that whereas the higher is incom- 
prehensible to the lower, there is no necessary 
conflict between them. As an illustration of this, 
the defender of Freedom tells the story of the 
professor, in calculus, who may know the whole, 
and thus express results which the pupils may not 
be able to comprehend, in which case the pupil 
cannot know whether the results are contrary to 
reason or not, but can ascertain this only by 
making syntheses in time. Failure to see such 
possible distinction may readily be the ground for 
the charge that Divine foreknowledge is contra- 
dictory to reason. Again, “A priori, reason can 
affirm only ignorance of a fact: it can become 
contradictory to that reason only a_ posteriori 
(i.e. through experience (R.F.G.)). So, that neces- 
sity which is involved in Absolute Unity does 
not perforce preclude freedom. We do not know 
enough to deny it. 


Is it not possible that we are in error in setting 
the necessary over against the free (or con- 
tingent)? May not freedom be simply necessity 
viewed from the limited standpoint of man? How 
can we know that they are hostile? And if they 
were, then “God would know Himself freely but 
not necessarily, which would drive the wedge 
of chance into the Divine Nature.” (So, Dunhan, 
in “Freedom and Purpose, p. 30). God who created 
human nature, knows therefore its acts, which 
can be free actions only as they are in harmony 
with its true self. A free man is not free because 
he is under no law, but because he is under the 
laws of his being: from pagan to Christian, free- 
dom is law-observance. Or again, if God made 
humanity, and if, and as, God provides the cir 
cumstances under which that humanity will in 
evitably react in a certain fashion, it is the same 
as saying that God foreordained that reaction. 
Such foreordination is freedom by another name 
And in no sense does it limit our freedom. We are 
consciously free moral agents. To this the Scrip 
tures speak much. I cite but one instance: “All 
that the Father hath given Me shall come unt 
Me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.” The latter half is freedom; the forme 
is necessity: they coalesce! God would not make 
a bona fide offer of salvation if we were né 
free to take it: He could not redeem us if He 
were not Sovereign in salvation! To be continued. 


*Professor in Austin Presbyterian Theologic# 
Seminary, Austin, Tex. 
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THE SUPREME ‘IF’ 
By Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D." 
“If Christ be not raised.” I. Cor. 15:17. 


Paul is fronted with the desolation of the su- 
preme “If”. If the moulding dust of the Galilean 
peasant, named Jesus, is still in the rock-hewn 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea there is more 
buried there than the Son of Mary. If Christ be 
not risen, life is left to beat out its helplessness 
on the barren shores of doubt and darkness and 
despair. We are indeed without hope because with- 
out God in the world. 

Here are implications staggering. Their stark 
blackness stares Paul in the face. He looks level 
eyed into them, one after another, but he does 
not blink them. 

Introducing this supreme “If,” Paul redefines 
his Gospel briefly and sharply, emphasizing its 
cardinal features. Christ died for our sins. He 
was buried. He rose again the third day. He was 
seen. Marking the words upon which the hope 
of millions rest—Christ “died,” “buried,” “rose,” 
“seen,’—then Paul calls the witness. For their 
testimony is to bulwark the hope of all genera- 
tions to come. Peter saw Him. Peter, who had 
denied Him. Cephas, self-confident and boastful, 
relentlessly rejecting Christ’s gentle but clear 
warning. Peter, the man with the burning tears 
in the High Priest’s courtyard. Peter, the wide- 
eyed disciple who stood before the empty tomb. 
He not only saw the clothes in perfect com- 
posure, themselves a witness to the resurrection, 
but he also saw that face that he could never 
forget that turned and looked upon him as he 
swore heavy oaths that he knew Him not on the 
night of His trial. He saw that face as he stood 
in the early morning by the seaside while the 
other disciples were bringing the heavily loaded 
net to shore. Peter saw Him. Then the twelve. 
And then at one time five hundred brethren felt 
the awe of Christ in His resurrected body and 
glory. Later James saw Him, and all the Apostles, 
and last of all, says Paul, I saw Him myself. “I 
am the least of the apostles that am not meet to 
be called an apostle because I persecuted the 
church of God.” 

Paul’s hand of faith is feeling for the fact of 
the resurrection. He knows he must lay hold 
thereupon or in his soul there will be futility and 
frustration and a dimming hope. As he fronts 
this supreme “If” and its implications, one by 
one he pictures the darkness that must settle 
_— the race if the resurrection is only a pious 
myth. 

The preaching of the Gospel instead of being 
the “good tidings of great joy” is only a delusion. 
It has no resident rooting in fact. It is a vain 
thing, void of power in human experience. 

If Christ be not risen, says Paul, we are false 
witnesses. We are declaring something as from 
God which God has never done; and faith can 
not rest upon falsehood. 

Therefore, says Paul, that trust which you 
have reposed in Jesus is a vain deception, with- 
out meaning or power unless we are assured 
of the resurrection. 

Yea, says Paul, you are still in your sins, that 
crushing load has never been loosened and rolled 
forever into the sepulchre unless out of that 
Sepulchre has come the living Christ forevermore 
Vibrant. There is not enough room in that tomb 
for our sins and a dead Saviour. 


And our dead—those whom we have loved long 
since and lost “a little while’—no, not “a little 
while.” They are gone forever. The sting of death 
is still fatal and the triumph of the grave is com- 
plete. Self-deceived are we and of all men most 
miserable, most to be pitied. We have hazarded 
all and lost unless the resurrection is confirmed. 

Pausing here at the end of the dark, fatal issues 
of the supreme “If”; Paul reaches forth and 
lays hold upon the fact, the rock-fact, the ac- 
complished, substantial, verified fact of the resur- 
rection—“‘Now is Christ risen from the dead.” 

All the Old Testament moves swiftly and in 
orderly procedure toward the coming Messiah 
and His endless reign. So, even the Record of 
God’s dealing with Israel in the days before 
Christ’s coming is meaningless confusion unless 
undergirded by His resurrection and eternal reign. 

Christ was conscious of the certainty of His 
resurrection and in all the Gospels whenever He 
speaks of His coming passion and suffering, He 
always steps forward through the three dark days 
of the tomb and declares that on that third day 
the resurrection. “I have power to lay my life 
down,” declares Christ, “and I have power to 
take it again.” 


No marvel, therefore, that the resurrection was 
the consuming theme, from Pentacost on, with 
the disciples and with the great apostle to the 
Gentiles: “Jesus Christ, our Lord ...was.. 
declared to be the Son of God with power ac- 
cording to the spirit of holiness by the resur- 
rection from the dead.” 

They never lost the tonic charm, the beauty, 
the comfort of having a Living Lord and there- 
fore as they pressed the path they were Chris- 
tians of the burning heart. Their zeal and dedi- 
cation thus foundationed knew no bounds and 
the spread of the Gospel of this slain Lamb, and 
now Living Lord, moved with strange swiftness 
and impact across the Roman Empire. 

There is much more to bulwark the resurrection, 
that our faith may be rested and triumphant. 
There was the empty tomb, with the untouched, 
unchanged graveclothes, still bearing the shape 
of that beloved body. The inexplicable change that 
has taken place in the disciples adds its voice 
to the witnesses to the resurrection. They did 
not expect Him to rise. They, with the women, 
were preparing spices for a dead body and when 
they first heard the news they declared it but 
idie tales. Yes, they were transformed by the 
fact, and they gladly hazarded their lives to pro- 
claim the Gospel resting upon the resurrection. 

The Church of Christ for over nineteen centuries 
has gone forth conquering and to conquer. Over 
five hundred million living witnesses bulwarking 
civilization and the blessings of freedom among 
all peoples are carrying forward the divine pro- 
gram of missions among every nation. Such a 
church is not founded on fraud or built on false- 
hood. 

Paul, in the succeeding verses of I Corinthians 
15, moves through the mystery of death into 
the experience of eternal life, declaring, ‘we shall 
all be changed. The dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, this mortal shall put on immortality, 
death is swallowed up in victory’. “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord for 
as much as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord,” 
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The Seed Is The Word Of God 


(Luke 8:11) 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


This is our Lord’s own interpretation of the 
celebrated parable of the sower. On the face of 
it, this parable lays upon us the duty of earnest, 
faithful labor in scattering the seed—preaching 
the Word. No doubt some will fall upon stony 
grounds, some among the tares, and some on 
the paths; nevertheless some will fall in fallow 
ground and springing up bear good fruit. There- 
fore, in the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest 
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good. Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it 
abideth alone, but if it fall into the ground and 
die it bringing forth fruit. The best way to hold 
fast the faith is to hold it forth! There is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty. 

There are many comments in the epistles sup- 
porting this elemental Gospel reasoning: The 
same Lord is rich unto all that call upon Him, 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach except they 
be sent? It pleases God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. Faith cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ. 
Christians receive with meekness the engrafted 
Word, which is able to save their souls, and so 
are begotten again not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible by the Word of God, that is, 
by the Word of the Gospel. The one thing need- 
ful is for Mary to sit at Jesus’ feet and to hear 
His Word. Our Lord’s final commission to His 
disciples is that they bear witness to Him, that 
they teach all things whatsoever He has com- 
manded them. As the Apostle Paul passes off the 
scene his mantle falls upon men like Timothy 
with the solemn charge: Preach the Word. The 
Word of His grace is able to build you up and 
give you an inheritance among those that are 
sanctified. 

In these and like passages our Lord and His 
authorized Apostles do not hesitate to attribute 
to the Word, as the instrument of His grace, that 
which the Holy Spirit does through the Word. 
Paul insists that his preaching of the Word of 
the Cross in Corinth was not with the wisdom 
of men, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power. The Galatians received the Spirit by 
the hearing of faith, as the Apostle portrayed to 
them Christ crucified. Our Gospel came unto the 
Thessalonians not in Word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Ghost and in much assur- 
ance, for they received the apostolic message as 
the Word of God which also worketh in them 
that believe. In other words the Word and the 
Spirit go together, where the Word is faithfully 
preached and taught there the Spirit is present 
working faith in the hearts of the hearers. Conse- 
quently the more vigorously and widely the Word 
A preached the more souls are reached for 

rist. 


Now a series of studies of the work of various 





synods and the large churches made by the De. 
partment of Country Church and Sunday School 
Extension is proving this Scriptural, teaching by 
an inductive process. Dr. H. W. McLaughlin js 
able to show from the Sunday School member. 
ship what will be the spiritual birthrate of a 
synod over a five-year period. This birthrate is in 
direct proportion to the number of people reached 
with the teaching and preaching of the Word. 

As a student of historical theology I would 
like to say that this teaching of the Word and 
of inductive research is the historical doctrine 
of the Calvinistic or Presbyterian faith. Some 
of our people have been so anxious to differenti- 
ate their thinking from Lutherianism that they 
have tended to lapse into Zwinglianism under the 
mistaken impression that Calvin was closer to 
Zwingli. For those who read the lessons of 
Providence it is significant that Lutheranism has 
had a goodly history, while Zwinglianism was 
swallowed up in Calvinism which differs at this 
point from Zwingli. 

The truth is that Calvin is Luther’s greatest 
disciple, and the pity of history is that Luther 
was unable to understand this fact. Luther said 
that the Holy Ghost opened to him the meaning 
of the great Gospel text, Romans 1:16-18, in 
the Back: Tower at Wittenberg, and that “where 
Christ sat not at the right hand of God, and 
poured not forth His Spirit, the Christian faith 
could not exist.” Luther held to predestination 
as earnestly as any Augustinian, but Staupitz 
had wisely advised him to find himself first in 
the wounds of Christ and then election would be 
inexpressibly sweet to him. Similarly, Calvin tells 
us not to contemplate election in ourselves or 
even in God, the Father, apart from Christ, 
but in Christ. Luther linked the electing grace 
of God in its historical action with the means of 
grace, the Word and the sacraments; Zwingli 
separated the determinism of an abstract. Deity, 
working His will by His Spirit, from the Word, 
and went so far as to list many distinguished 
pagans in the roll of Christian saints. 

Calvin follows Luther rather than Zwingli, 
teaching that God has established “a mutual con- 
nection” and “an inviolable union” between the 
Word and the Spirit, thus: 

“The Word is the instrument by which the 
Lord dispenses to believers the illumination of 
His Spirit.” “The Word will never again credit 
in the hearts of men, till it be confirmed by the 
internal testimony of the Spirit.” For, “the Lord 
hath established a kind of mutual connection 
between the certainty of His Word and His 
Spirit; so that our minds are filled with a solid 
reverence for the Word, when by the light of 
the Spirit we are enabled therein to behold the 
divine countenance; and on the other hand, with- 
out the least fear of mistake, we gladly receive 
the Spirit when we recognize Him in His image, 
that is, in the Word.” At one and the same time 
Calvin teaches, “That alone is true faith which 
the Spirit of God seals in our heart,” and “the 
same Divine Word is the foundation by which 
faith is sustained and supported, and from which 
it cannot be moved without an immediate down- 
fall. Take away the Word and there will be no 
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faith left.’’ “Faith is used metonymically for the 
Word.” “The removal of the Word signifies the 
departure of the Lord.” 


Further, this close connection between the 
Word and the Spirit explains the success of the 
Evangelical Arminian movement in spite of the 
theological defects which Dr. John L. Girardeau 
properly pointed out in lectures delivered in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Columbia (Calvin- 
ism and Evangelical Arminianism). In other 
words, in spite of these intellectual slips, the 
Wesleys took with tremendous seriousness the 
command of the Lord to preach the Word. And 
a Methodist who bows his will to Christ and 
zealously seeks to obey his command to sow the 
seed is coming nearer recognizing the sovereignty 
of God than is a thinker who may have a more 
accurate intellectual grasp of the system of Bible 
truth, but is either too lazy or too much pre- 
occupied with other things to preach the Word. 
The Wesleyans preached the Gospel and taught 
the Word in their classes, and God accompanied 
their preaching and teaching with the power of 
the Spirit. About the only minister among us 
who showed a like zeal was Brother Bryan of 
Birmingham who preached over thirty times each 
week and died lamenting there were still so many 
people unreached for Christ. 


According to Calvinistic doctrine the Holy 
Spirit is present accompanying the administration 
of the bread and the cup, so that these elements 
properly administered became the seal of the 
fact that the Spirit is feeding the hearts and 
souls of believers with the life of Christ. But we 
also teach that the Word is more important even 
than the sacraments. Therefore, we cannot logically 
hold a lower doctrine of the presence of the 
Spirit accompanying the Word than we do of the 
Spirit accompanying the sacrament. When the 
Word is faithfully preached from its true theme 
and center, God reconciling the world unto Him- 
self in Christ, there the Spiirt is present, as He 
was with the like preaching of Paul in Corinth, 
Galatia and Thessalonica. And the Holy Spirit 
is present in a power to enable sinners to do 
what they otherwise could not do, that is, believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and repent of their sins. 


Our Lord told Nicodemus, “Ye must be born 
again,” and insisted that no man could come 


unto Him except the Father draw him. The Apostle 
reminds us that we were dead in trespasses and 
sins and that the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit for they are foolishness to 
him. Luther has put the same thought into his 
Child’s Catechism, “I believe. that I cannot believe 
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him of my 
own reason or power, but the Holy Ghost has 
called me through the Gospel.” Of himself the 
sinner cannot, but where the Gospel is preached 
there the Holy Spirit is present to enable him to 
do what of himself he can not do. In the story 
of the paralytic let down through the roof, we 
read that as He was teaching, the power of the 
Lord. was with Him to heal. Our Lord Jesus did 
not hesitate to command the man with a withered 
hand to do the very thing he of himself could not 
do: Stretch forth thy hand. And He has com- 
missioned us to command sinners to do what in 
themselves they cannot do: Repent and believe 
the Gospel. 

Only we ought to issue that command as am- 
bassadors of Christ. When we only preach our 
own word, or the words of some popular speaker, 
they are without power. But when we preach as 
faithful ambassadors of Christ, proclaiming Him 
from His own Word, that Word is with power 
to save. Accordingly when we do preach that 
Word faithfully we ought to expect and seek to 
reap the harvest. No doubt the full harvest is 
the end of the world. But we ought to preach 
believing that the Spirit is present using the 
instrument of His own forging, the Word, for the 
conviction and conversion of sinners, and the 
comfort and upbuilding of the saints. Holding 
our own God-given heritage of truth let us be 
more diligent in scattering the seed and in press- 
ing home the invitation to confess Christ. As the 
Word is preached the Spirit is present working 
faith in the hearts of the hearers. Let us depend 
on His presence and power and call men to con- 
fess the faith He implants. Under the blessing of 
the Spirit such is the power of the Word that it 
gives being to what it gives expression, it calls 
things that are not, and being called they begin 
to be. God has promised that His Word shall not 
return unto Him void, but shall accomplish that 
which He pleases and prosper in the thing where- 
to He sends it. For no word from God shall be 
void of power. 





Baptism 


By John Scott Johnson, Ph.D.“ 


BURIED BY (OR IN) BAPTISM 

The fifth support (or “prop’”) of the immersion 
idea of baptism is the expression “buried by (or 
in) baptism.” There are only two places in the 
Bible where this expression occurs—Rom. 6:4 and 
Col. 2:12. Neither place records buried by (or in) 
baptism in water, and one definitely states “buried 
-.. by baptism into death.” 

It is not difficult to prove by the Bible many 
things far removed from Bible truths if words 
or phrases are separated from their connection. 
or example, would you have Bible authority for 
suicide in a hurry? “Judas . . . hanged himself” 
(Matt. 27:3-5). “Do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37). 
“That thou doest, do quickly” (John 13:27). 


To show the connection, the setting, of “buried 
by (or in) baptism” in the Bible, a few verses 
from each chapter are quoted: 

Rom. 6:1-6: 

1. “‘What shall we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. 

2. How shall we that are dead in sin, live any 
longer therein? 

3. Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into 
His death? 

4. Therefore, we are buried with Him by bap- 
tism into death; that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
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5. For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of His death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of His resurrection. 

6. Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

Col. 2:10-14: 

10. “And ye are complete in Him, Who 1s the 
Head of all principality and power: 

11. In Whom also ye are circumcised with the 
circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circum- 
cision ;of Christ; 

12. ‘Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also 
ye are risen with Him through the faith of 
the operation of God, Who hath raised Him from 
the dead. 

13. And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncireumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened 
together with Him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes; 

14. Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that were against us, which was contrary to us, 
nailing it to His cross.” 

Examining these passages along four lines 
shows that they have nothing to do with im- 
mersion: 

I. The omission of the word “water’’ from both 
passages; 

II. Some words and phrases of passages; 

III. The meaning of the passages; 

IV. “Buried by (or in) baptism” is an assur- 
ance, not a command. 


I. The Omission Of The Word ‘Water.’ 

One of the claims of Immersionists is that to 
valid baptism ‘‘much water” is necessary (see the 
article of this series in the March issue of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal). But in neither 
Romans 6 nor Colossians 2 is there a drop of 
water. Not only is water not mentioned in either 
passage, but the meaning of both passages is out- 
raged by lugging it in as will be seen in examining 
the meaning of the passages, section III, herein. 

A Baptist preacher said that it was not neces- 
sary to mention water in these passages. “Not 
necessary?” A doctrine that a great denomination 
stresses and rings changes on and glories in and 
flaunts in the face of the whole Christian world, 
not need any proof-text? As this doctrine (‘‘buried 
by water baptism’) stands, it is based on two 
passages of Scripture which omit not only the 
word water, but also all related expressions which 
could have suggested water baptism to a Jew! 

If the word ‘‘water’ was not necessary there, 
then Immersionists surely have some other Scrip- 
ture which sets forth this doctrine (‘buried by 
water baptism’’) unmistakably and _ inesecapably, 
and the passages cited are illustrative or addi- 
tional. All right, Brethren, please produce such 
Scripture. Otherwise, you are like the people in 
a place of Maryland who call their town “Quince 
Orchard” because, it was said, there were no 
quinces there. 

And perhaps you ignore “into death,’ and base 
your doctrine on the abbreviated expression 
“buried by baptism.” That was how the good old 
lady proved everybody is to be saved. “Why,” 
she said, ‘“‘doesn’t the Bible say that those that 
believe are to be saved, and those that believe 
not?’ 

In order to illustrate his point, the same Baptist 
preacher said: “If I were to tell my son that I 
was going to baptize someone, I should not have 


—————— 


to tell him that I should use water.” Of course 
not, for his baptisms are always and only with 
water. But the Lord Jesus never baptized with 
water. 

(“Jesus Himself baptized not, but His dis. 
ciples’—John 4:2), and the whole teaching of 
Rom. 6:1-11 and Col. 2:2-15 (so far as it deals 
with any baptism) deals with the real baptism— 
that with the Spirit—and not with its symbol, 
that with water. 

Therefore, since there is no employment of the 
word ‘water’ in these passages, since the whole 
context excludes water baptism because of its 
manifest insufficiency to accomplish the matters 
set forth, and since water baptism is by the 
Holy Spirit given a subordinate place in the prac- 
tice of the Apostles (I. Cor. 1:17; ‘“‘Christ sent 
me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel,’’) not 
only is the absence of the word “water” from 
these passages in Romans and Colossians evidently 
intentional by the Holy Spiirt, but the reading of 
it into them would seem to be an attempt to cor- 
rect a supposed omission by the omniscient God. 

II. Some Words And Phrases 
Of The Passages. 

The baptism in Romans 6 is “into Jesus Christ” 
(Rom. 6:3), not into the Name of Jesus Christ as 
in water baptism. 

The baptism is definitely stated to be that “into 
His death” and “into death’ (Rom. 6:3, 4). In- 
mersion in water is never expected to be a baptism 
into death. 

Moreover, there is no assured evidence available 
that Paul (who wrote both passages) or any other 
Jew of that time, knew anything of immersion. 
It is stated that Jews in those days immersed 
proselytes, but this statement lacks historical 
proof. God told Moses how to receive proselytes 
(it was by cireumcision—‘When a stranger... 
will keep the passover ... let all his males be 
circumcised”’.—Ex. 12:48), and there is no suf- 
ficient historical evidence that the Jews in Christ’s 
time added anything to God’s directions. 

But it may be said: ‘‘Water baptism is only 
a symbol, and immersion is the only mode that 
has any approach to the death, burial, and resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus which are referred 
to in these passages.’”’ Water baptism, as was seen 
in the second article of this series (November 
issue of the Southern Presbyterian Journal) is a 
type of the baptism with the Holy Spirit Who is 
the life-giving Spirit. Every mention in the Bible 
of the baptism with the Holy Spirit is in con- 
nection with life—the “abundant life’ of John 
10:10. It would be passing strange if God in- 
tended water baptism to symbolize the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and to 
symbolize all three not as they were accom- 
plished 1900 years ago, but only by a poor imi- 
= of a burial in a grave (such as immersion 
is). 

If God had intended this significance in water 
baptism, would He not have said so, here or else- 
where, and not have left the idea to be guessed 
at from two isolated expressions? Not only is 
there no preparation in the Old Testament or 
the New for such a theory of the significance of 
water baptism, but every clearly manifested con- 
nection of water baptism is with life and _ not 
with death. 


Circumstances Of The Death, Burial, And 
Resurrection Of Jesus Christ. 
The actual circumstances of these experiences 
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of our Lord had no resemblance to immersion. 
Immersion is not even an approach to any of 
these as they were accomplished actually. 

The death of Jesus Christ was on the Cross. 
immersion does not symbolize that death. Was 
it by inadvertence, mistake, that the Holy Spirit 
had Paul include that word (death) in Rom. 6:4? 

The burial of Jesus Christ was as if His body 
had been put into a room and the door closed. 
Immersion in no respect symbolizes such a burial. 
it only remotely approximates the burial in a 
wave, When a body is lowered into a 3x8 hole 
dug into the earth and other earth not closing 
over it as in immersion, but covering it by de- 
ending as in sprinkling or pouring. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the “opera- 
tion of God” (Col. 2:12) “by the glory of the 
Father’ (Rom. 6:4)—the resurrected body of 
the Savior passing through the undisturbed, 
wound, linen cloth. Would anyone say this mys- 
terious, glorious manifestation of God’s power is 
even suggestively approximated (of course not 
represented) by the raising of a dripping, dis- 
heaveled body after immersion? As the Holy 
Spirit through Paul would say, “God forbid!’ 

Is it not clear that immersion has no similar- 
ity, as a matter of fact, to the death nor the 
burial nor the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
as they were accomplished? That the Holy Spirit 
inspired these expressions “buried with Him by 
baptism into death,” “buried with Him by bap- 
tim,” in remote likeness to a method of burying 
which was not followed in the case of the Savior 
and when there is absolutely no other corroborat- 
ing Scripture, is an assumption which seems to 
come very near a “show of wisdom in _ will- 
worship” (Col. 2:23). 


Ill. The Meaning Of The Passage. 


Even a casual inspection reveals that these 
ssages deal with the way to get rid of sin and 


6:1-3 imply that a saved one is dead to sin 
through the death of the Lord Jesus, baptism 
into the Christ having baptized him into Christ’s 
death. This is not done through water baptism. 
So verses 4-6 set forth results in the life of 
ome who has been baptized into the death of 
esus Christ. He walks “in newness of life,” no 
longer serving sin. These results are not possibly 


547 


In the same way, Col. 2:10-14, setting forth 
he “circumcision made without hands,” and the 
‘putting off ... the sins of the flesh,’”’ show “the 
i not the raising of a body 
immersion. And the quickening (making 
tlive) and the forgiveness of sins have no re- 
ation to a mere baptism with water. 
If it is asked if water baptism does not typify 
he work of the Holy Spirit, the answer is “‘yes,” 
but Immersionists do not always admit it. Such 
mn admission necessarily carries with it an ac- 
eptance of the Bible expressions about the mode 
of baptism with the Holy Spirit (‘fell upon,” 
came upon,” “poured out,” “shed forth,” 
‘sprinkling of the blood of Jesus”—I. Pet. 1:2, 
tte.), which give a picture entirely different 
tom immersion. Such Bible expressions of the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit show that the mean- 
ng of “buried with” the Lord Jesus “by baptism 
nto death” is not a watery grave, but rather a 


spiritual transaction, a separation unto Him to 
walk with Him in newness of life. 

Bishop William R. Nicholson has well said: 
“The baptism by the Holy Spirit is the ruling 
baptism of the New Testament and is always 
to be understood except where the language 
of the context makes evident the contrary.” The 
meaning of both passages, Romans 6 and Colos- 
sians 2, surely makes evident that the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit is that referred to. 


IV. ‘Buried By (Or In) Baptism’ Is An 
Assurance—Not A Command. 

Rom. 6:4 and Col. 2:12 are not worded as 
commands and are evidently not intended as 
commands. The Great Commission is in positive 
terms; “Go ... teach . . . baptize.’”’ Repentance 
is enjoined by the command. “Repent.” We must 
have some part in the infilling of the Spirit, for 
we are told: “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 
5:18). 

We are never told to regenerate ourselves; 
the Bible language on regeneration is: ‘Except 
one be born anew,” and “except one be born of 
water and the Spirit’ (John 3:3, 5). (As gen- 
erally understood, this “water” refers to the 
“Word,” as is shown by Eph. 5:26: “the wash- 
ing of water by the Word.’’) 

We are commanded to be baptized with water 
(“be baptized, every one of you”’—Acts 2:38), 
but never to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
The. Bible language about the latter is: “Ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
1:5); “Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). ; 

The verses under consideration in Romans 
6 and Colossians 2 and their context set forth 
two ideas: 1. Certain things which have been 
done for us or are to be done for us; 2. Certain 
consequences which follow in our experiences— 
certain behavior which results from the things 
done; for example: “We also might walk in new- 
ness of life,” “we should no longer be in bondage 
to sin,” ete. 

Some of the things done for us are: “Baptized 
into Christ Jesus,” “baptized into His death,” 
“buried with Him by baptism into death,” “united 
with Him,” etc., in Romans 6; and in Colossians 
2, “in Him ye are made full,” “circumcised with 
a circumcision not made with hands,” “buried 
with Him in baptism,” ete. 

Being “buried with” Christ “in baptism” is 
no more a human performance than is being 
born anew a human performance. Both of these 
operations are works of the Holy Spirit. “Buried 
by baptism” in Rom. 6:4 and Col. 2:12 is not 
a command but an assurance of something the 
Holy Spirit does for us and to us. How He 
does it and when, we are not told. But it is not 
for us to do. 


The Bible Nowhere Requires Symbol 
Of Burial With Our Lord. 

There is no command in Rom. 6 or Col. 2 or 
anywhere else in the Bible to be immersed in 
water or to do anything else to symbolize that 
part of the Holy Spirit’s work in which the 
believer is buried with Christ by baptism into 
death. But the attempt is made by Immersionists 
to represent such part of the Holy Spirit’s work 
by a mode of water baptism which (1) has no 
likeness to the burial of Jesus Christ, (2) is not 
prepared for in a single type of the Old Testa- 
ment, and (3) is a departure from every Bible 
instance of baptism, water or otherwise, of the 
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mode of administering which descriptive details 
are given. 


This attempt would seem to be certainly no 
better than other things which are condemned 
in Col. 2:23 as having “indeed a show of wisdom 
in will-worship, and humility, and severity to the 
body, but are not of any value against the in- 
dulgence of the flesh” (A.S.V.) Indeed, some 
Immersionists even claim (and this is one of the 
evil effects of this unscriptural doctrine) that 
their mode of baptism has “value against the 
indulgence of the flesh.” 


Some well-intentioned people have been heard 


Christ by baptism into death? 


Author’s Request: Some readers of the South. 
ern Presbyterian Journal have expressed a desip 
to have the series on Baptism in tract form, | 
is hoped that this may be done soon. If yoy 
would want one copy or more (Dr. Henry 3 
Dendy, the Editor of the Journal, says he wants 
one for every family in his Church), will yo 
please use a postal card to advise the author 
1822 Broad St., Augusta, Ga., how many copie: 
you could use? The cost will not be much, ang 
the rate will be lower in quantities. I thank yoy, 
I should like at this time also to thank thoy 
readers who have kindly written to the Journ 


making certain guttural sounds as if to give voice 
to the Holy Spirit’s “groanings which cannot be 
uttered” (Rom. 8:26)., Is that any more “will- 
worship” than the attempt, without any Scrip- 
tural command, to simulate by immersion the 
Holy Spirit’s work of burying a believer with 


or the author good words of commendations an( 
suggestion about the series. —J. S.J, 


*Pastor of Sibley Presbyterian Church, Ay. 
gusta, Ga. 








Experiences In Personal Evangelism 
By Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.* 


These experiences represent what is going on generally in many of our churches. They are reaching ou 
after men. They do not have the same method. Their methods of approach are varied. Not all woul 
succeed with any one way. It suggests fishing. Any method requires wisdom and prayer and patience an 
passion. “Meetings” are still used by many, but the unconverted do not attend church as they did abou 
twenty-five years ago. We must find them in the highways of life. This was our Lord’s most effectiv 
way. What a blessed experience it is to sit down with the unconverted and tell them of the blessedness fi 
surrendering to Jesus Christ. When I began my ministry I made a list of all the unconverted who wen 
related to our membership and prayed for their conversion every day until they were saved or died w 
moved away. What a joy to put one of these names up in the list of the saved. I think I have neve 
missed praying for these every night unless I was too sick to pray. Those names have been my breast 


plate to bear them to the throne of grace. 


Experiences In Soul-Winning 


1. The churches of recently 
planned and carried through a union meeting. Just 
a few days before the meeting opened, one of our 
daily papers which has always pandered to the 
more worldly element, came out with a scathing 
editorial, ridiculing revivals and evangelists, and, 
using quotation marks in this way, expressed the 
opinion that many “souls” would have to be 
“saved” to justify the expense. It developed that 
it was written by a young reporter and heartily 
approved by the editor of the paper. When the 
meeting opened this young man was assigned to 
cover the services for that paper. He became 
known to the workers and was made a subject 
of earnest and continuous prayer through the 
meeting. About mid-way in the meeting he dis- 
continued his relationship to that paper, but kept 
coming to the meetings. On the last night he came 
forward with a clear profession of faith, rejoic- 
ing in being one of the “saved souls” at which 
he had sneered. He was put on the editorial staff 
of the other paper here which is strongly Chris- 
tian, and prepared the special edition which was 
gotten out in commemoration of the meeting. 


* * * * 


2. In my congregation was a cousin of yours. 
Her husband was one of my best friends, but I 
had never been able to get a confession of faith 


—C. T. Caldwell. 


from him. During a meeting we were using a de 
cision card. I went to his office one day and 
found him checking his tax rolls using a red 
pencil. Without saying a word I laid before him 
one of the decision cards. As he read it through 
he slowly laid down his red pencil and _ picked 
up the black one, and without looking up ke 
slowly and deliberately signed the card and ex 
tended his hand to me. The next Sunday he wa 
baptized and received into the church. I believe 
the card affords a means of crystallizing a man's 
convictions. 


: 2. ee 2 


3. Sometime ago I was asked to go te the 
hospital to see the brother of one of my mem 
bers. This man had been a heavy drinker and 
had come to the end of his human tether, ani 
was ready to talk with anyone who could offe 
help. He wanted help genuinely. He recognized 
his need of Christ and we had a very profitable 
conversation, although I could not at the time 
bring him to a definite decision. I had a praye 
with him and left. He began coming fairly regt- 
larly to our services. In two or three months he 
sent for me and I found him in another hospital 
in a desperate condition through drink. His wilt 
had said that she was through with him; his 
friends had lost confidence in him and he ws 
about to lose his job. I talked with him agail 
and brought him to a partial decision but not! 
complete surrender. With the help of one of the 
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fine families of the church he really found Christ. 
After several months of going without liquor, his 
wife, who had sued him for divorce, agreed to 
reestablish the home. This happened about a 
year ago and the home seems to be a very happy 
one now. This man has become a very effective 
personal worker and witness among men who 
are victims of the drink habit. He has been the 
means of rescuing his brother and wife who were 
separated because of the same curse. He says that 
it was my statement that he had my friendship 
and that I believed in him regardless that turned 
him to Christ. Never give a man up. Stay with 
him. Pray with and for him God answers prayer 
that persists. 














The Auxiliary Birthday 
Gift For 1943 


By Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D.* 










If the plans for the 1943 Auxiliary Birthday 
Offering are realized, thousands of people in 
Mexico will, for the first time, have a fair oppor- 
tunity to read and understand the Christian mes- 
sage for themselves—for the Birthday Gift this 
year will go to provide a more adequate program 
of Christian literature for Mexico. 





g oul 
would 








‘ective 
ess of 


Once more the Auxiliary has chosen its ob- 
jective with fine judgment and understanding. 
oe The timeliness of this appeal for Christian litera- 
ture will be appreciated by all who are aware 
ed O'Mof the new place of importance that the printed 
neverword has assumed in the missionary strategy of 
preast-today. The world missionary conference which 
rell met in Madras, India, in 1938, lifted Christian 
~" Bliterature into a position of central prominence 
a deBas an effective form of missionary work. Many 
y aM@Christian leaders are of the opinion that the 
a reiMmissionary enterprise of the future will find 
e himMliterature its strongest instrument of evangeli- 
zation. 





























Here are some of the special circumstances 
hat make this a matter of such importance to 
ie wasmour work in Mexico: 








1. There has been in the past, and still is to- 
day, a deplorable lack of Christian literature, 
both in amount and in variety. Mexico ministers 
are handicapped by the lack of the usual refer- 
ence books and helps with which pastors in this 










= ountry can so easily equip themselves. A few 
. Mexican Christian leaders, who are able to under- 
: and stand books in English, have had access to a 
r, 


wider literature, but for the average Mexican 
evangelical the available supply of books and 
periodicals on Christian subjects has been exceed- 
ngly small. There are several perfectly apparent 
casons for this shortage. To begin with, the 
writing of books is not easy: it requires a certain 
teative gift that not every missionary possesses, 
t takes time, it presupposes a mastery of the 
anguage and a thorough understanding of the 
boint of view of those who are to be the readers. 
“oreover, in Mexico there has been a very high 
ate of illiteracy in the population so that written 
aterials have until recently been limited in 
heir effectiveness as a medium of education. 



























Then, again, literature costs money, and our 
Missions have not possessed the funds necessary 
for the development of a really adequate Christian 
literature program. 


2. The reading public in Mexico is now grow- 
ing with amazing rapidity. With the remarkable 
development of the Mexican public-school system 
in the past few years, there has come a 
great upsurge of literary inquisitiveness and 
hunger. Many new thousands of people in Mexico 
are developing the reading habit. Literature takes 
on a new importance. The ever-widening circle of 
reading people gives the Christian message a new 
channel of interpretation through the printed 
page. 


3. An adequate program of Christian literature 
is urgently needed in order to counteract the 
materialism and skepticism that characterizes much 
of the new literature that is flooding the book- 
stores of Mexico. That the Mexican people are 
going to read, is no longer in doubt; the only 
question now is as to the character of the reading 
that they are sure to do. It is a fact that few 
books of a character-building nature have been 
offered the Mexican people. Most of the re- 
ligious works that have been produced by the 
dominant church of Mexico had to do with ecclesi- 
astical subjects, with the history, traditions, and 
doctrines of the church. There is a dearth of 
literature having to do with Christian living and 
the meaning of Christianity in the everyday re- 
lationships of human life and experience. 


4. Christian literature can claim the attention 
of a far wider constituency than could ever be 
reached by the missionary through personal con- 
tact. Books and periodicals often have an entree 
into homes that might be closed to visitation. 
Where prejudices and fanaticisms would exclude 
all direct efforts at evangelization, the printed 
word affords a powerful instrument of access to 
the heart and mind. 


5. No need in our present program of work in 
Mexico is more acute than this need of Christian 
literature. It was my pleasure three years ago 
to attend the meeting of our Mexican Mission at 
Cuernavaca. The one theme that ran throughout 
the six days that we were together was the im- 
mediate necessity for reading matter that would 
more effectively portray the beauty and the truth 
of the gospel to the people of Mexico. This was 
impressed upon me over and over by the mis- 
sionaries. “We need literature for our Christian 
constituency,” they said, “Sunday-school helps, 
program material for our young people and 
women, commentaries for our ministers, devotion- 
al books and sermons for the general develop- 
ment of our spiritual life.” “We need literature 
for the non-evangelicals, also,” they said. “We 
need tracts for the masses, simple treatments of 
Christian fundamentals for the common man, 
Christian novels for young people, books on the 
philosophy of Christianity for the intelligentsia, 
lessons in ethics and in character building, and a 
wide variety of books on Christian life and ex- 
perience.” 


We do not say that all this can be provided by 
one Auxiliary Birthday Gift; but this Birthday 
Gift for 1943 will set our Mexico Mission well on 
the way toward the realization of a dream that 
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it has entertained for many years, the providing 
of an adequate program of Christian literature 
for the people of Mexico. We cannot overemphasize 
the timeliness of this appeal. It affords the 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions the 
greatest pleasure to commend this Objective to 
the women of the Church with whole-hearted 
approval, and to enlist the loyal concern of every 
woman in making this a notable contribution to 
the furtherance of the gospel in Mexico. 


“Executive Secretary of the Foreign Missions 
Committee. 


———___—_>—2792-_>-—_- — 
Our Presbyterian [leritage 
> 


Excerpts from the last of the Symthe Lectures 
delivered at Columbia Theological Seminary by 
Professor F. W. Loetscher, Ph.D., LL.D. of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, March 6, 1943.) 

: * : + 

In their Confession of Faith the Presbyterians 
have made a faithful corporate witness to the 
Gospel message. 

A creedless Christianity is a contradiction in 
terms that sooner or later will reveal its true 
character as a Christless Christianity. 

Our Calvinism is the strongest citadel of Chris- 
tian supernaturalism. 

The Westminster Standards are eminently 
Scriptural and are moderate and irenic in quality. 
Within their spacious domain of evangelical truth 
they welcome all who stand for generic Calvin- 
ism. Central and regnant in their whole exposition 
of the Gospel is the sovereignty of God. Better 
than any other formularies they unfold the 
theistic view of life in its utter dependence upon 
God and present the Gospel in all of its potency. 
They present a due emphasis on each of the 
complimentary truths of Divine sovereignty and 
human responsibility without professing to offer 
a solution of the paradox. 

From Calvin our heritage has received the 
great truths of the autonomy of the Church and 
the sole Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
the crown rights of the Lord Jesus Christ that 
have been the chief concern of loyal Presby- 
terians. 

John Calvin really discovered the ruling elder 
and gave him his place in the Church. 

Our Presbyterian and Reformed Churches are 
achieving their spiritual independence—a free 
Church in a free State. 


While Luther would exclude from the mediaeval 
worship only that which the Scriptures positively 
condemned, Calvin would neither introduce nor 
sanction in the worship of God anything except 
that which had a Divine warrant from the Word. 

Calvin insisted that language suitable to ex- 
press spiritual emotions must accompany music 
that one may worship with the understanding to 
edification. 

According to the Reformed Faith, the sacra- 
ments are symbolic not artistic means of grace, 
and no alien elements should obscure their Biblical 
meaning. Like the Word they are to make truth 
feed the understanding, stir the imagination, 
quicken the emotions and move the will. 


wr 


In cultivating dignity and beauty in Worship 
one ought to be on his guard to maintain thy 
which our Lord taught us: God is a spirit ang 
they that worship Him must worship in_ spipj 
and in truth. 

History is the handmaiden of Providence, th 
priestess of truth, and the teacher of wisdom. jj 
history is but the incarnation of the Diving 
purpose. 

Piety without knowledge is about as_ useless 
and as dangerous as knowledge without piety, 

We have not been builders of great cathedrals, 
but we have put up great schools and colleges 
that have been the glory of our denomination, 

The nations that have achieved the greates 
amount of civil liberty have been those most ip. 
fluenced by Calvinism. 

Who promoted the first Protestant missionary 
endeavor in this Western Hemisphere? John Cal- 
vin and Admiral Coligny, who sent out a Huguenot 
band to Brazil. 

Calvinism led in the Great Awakening whic 
swept the colonies from Maine to Georgia in 
the first half of the eighteenth century and saved 
America for Christ. 

Our Presbyterian bodies surpass all other de 
nominations in their gifts for foreign missions. 
Our two denominations (Presbyterian USA and 
Presbyterian US) preach the Gospel to more 
people in foreign lands than any other evangelical 
body. 

We shall have true peace, peace with God, 
peace with our fellow men, peace in our hearts 
when we place God as definitely first as the 
angels did in thei: Bethlehem chorus: Glory to 
God in the Highest, and on earth peace, good: 
will to men. 

Only God is sufficient for us—that is the great 
message of our Calvinistic heritage. And to Him 
be all the glory—Soli Deo Gloria. 


The Wrath Of God 


By Daniel Lamont* 


Modern theological thought has practically dis 
pensed with the doctrine of the Wrath of Goi 
and has thereby ceased to declare the whole 
counsel of God. It has pandered extensively to hu 
man pride and self-complacence by representing 
God’s love as something that cannot grow angry 
with sin. Thus the Atonement is robbed of its 
apostolic meaning and God fades away into the 
nothingness of men’s minds. For a God who is not 
Judge of all and who does not react against hv 
man sin is not the living God but a non-existent 
human construction. The Wrath of God _ whieh 
is revealed from heaven is the dark background 
against which is revealed the Love of God in the 
Cross of His Son. God’s Love delivers us from 
His Wrath. Otherwise we can have no real, deep, 
passionate experience of His Love. That is surel! 
the teaching of the New Testament, and the 
sooner the Church returns to it, the better fo 
itself and for the world. 


*Professor in the University of Edinburgh, 
formerly Moderator of the Church of Scotland 
The Evangelical Quarterly, January 1943. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Birthday Objective—Christian Literature For Mexico 
By Janie W. McGaughey” 


Leaves From A Diary Of A Very 
Significant Visit 


Because the Secretary of Woman’s Work went 
to Mexico in July 1941 as the ambassador of the 
women of our Church to the women of our Pres- 
byterian Church in Mexico, it is her privilege to 
share with you some pages of her diary of those 
meaningful days. There were truly many peak 
experiences, “high” days, spiritually and physically 
(at no time on the trip through Mexico were we 
at an altitude of less than 5,000 feet, and some- 
times as much as 8,000 feet.) There was crystalized 
in our minds during that visit an idea which has 
grown into the plan for our 1943 Birthday Offer- 
ing, and so as we approach the Birthday season, 
let us look at some of the word-pictures in that 
diary which clearly portray a need we hope to 
meet through the objective, Christian literature 
for Mexico! 


Cuernavaca—the ‘“‘Montreat of Mexico”: Such 
a beautiful colorful town and how full of historic 
interest! But the center of attraction for us is the 
Presbyterian church where representatives from 
churches in two Presbyteries are gathered for a 
four day’s intensive conference. Men, women and 
young people have come there to study under the 
leadership of some of the Mexican ministers, mis- 
sionaries and several representatives from the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States: Dr. 
and Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor, Dr. and Mrs. J. L. Fairly, 
Mrs. Andrew Dale and the Secretary of Woman’s 
Work. There are plenary sessions for all, then 
group meetings where men and women study 
separately their special responsibilities in the 
church. It is in one of such sessions that Mrs. 
Dale and I sought to talk with a group of conse- 
crated, intelligent Christian women, all of them 
outstanding Auxiliary leaders in our Mexico 
Mission. Of course, always we must speak through 
an interpreter, not knowing enough Spanish, and 
this slows up considerably the process of discuss- 
ing plans for Bible study, personal witnessing, 
prayer groups, programs and other means for 
Christian growth. As we displayed some of the 
literature helps we had available from our Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, we saw wistful looks 
on the faces of the women gathered there which 
seemed to say: “Oh, if we only had some such 
literature for our women.” Of course, the leaflets 
we had would not help them, for very few spoke 
or understood English. As we talked on with this 
fine group of Christian women in Mexico our 
hearts burned with the desire to help make possible 
some literature that would give to them and to 
their fellow-workers needed guidance in Bible 
study and other phases of their Auxiliary pro- 
gram. An idea was being born! 


Chilpancingo: Here we were guests in the home 
of our dear Shelby friends. “Mex.” (our pet name 
or Margaret Shelby, and her father continue to 
carry on a superb work through the Bible School 


for boys who study there in the Shelby home. 


With no evidence of complaint, but only stating 
bare facts; they told us of the dearth of text 
books needed so much for their Bible classes. 
Manuscripts of helpful commentaries and other 
texts so needed, had been prepared by several 
senior missionaries, but there were no funds to 
publish these. Again, we listened, and “the idea’”’ 
took further root in our minds. After meeting 
with the Woman’s Auxiliary of the church there 
(this meeting was held in the home of Miss Alice 
McClelland where Miss Yeaworth was now living 
and carrying on the work of her dear friend who 
had moved to a new station, real pioneer work), 
we went to visit the chapel near the school built 
with Auxiliary Birthday gift of 1929. The school 
has been bought by the government and soldiers 
are stationed there now. This statement of Miss 
Yeaworth still rings in my ears: “When I go to 
visit the soldiers, they beg me for something to 
read. When I ask them what has become of the 
tract I gave them, their answer is that they read 
that and passed it on and now want something 
longer to read.’”’ What an opportunity for use of 
Christian literature, we thought, and “the idea” 
grew! 


Toluca: What a lovely group of young women 
are gathered in the Presbyterial Bible Training 
School here under the leadership of our gifted, 
consecrated friend, Senorita Emma Gomez- As we 
visited classes here, the same need was noted— 
need for more helpful texts. They are doing a 
grand piece of Christian training with what they 
have. But when we heard of the field work of 
these students, the evangelistic visitations, the 
Vacation Bible Schools of Children, the Camps 
and institutes directed by the students under the 
leadership of the regional secretaries, we had our 
eyes really opened to the need for Christian 
literature in all these phases of service rendered 
by our fellow-Christians in Mexico. 


(We turn now to the page which seems to sum 
up “the idea” for there is not time to read from 
every leaf in the diary:) 


In Retrospect—Just Before Leaving for home: 
After several hours’ ride over the Pan-American 
highway, we reached Mexico City again, returning 
this time from Tasquila where we saw miraculous 
evidence of the work of Mr. and Mrs. Richmond 
McKinney as they serve the Otomi Indians. We 
are reminded of our arriving in Mexico City just 
two days ago after the drive over the mountains 
from Morelia where we saw that beautiful sun- 
rise. We cannot soon forget the sights at the 
Morelia hospital: the faithful nurses, our efficient 
and honored Dr. Coppedge, the patient patients, 
to whom we longed to be able to talk. And fresh 
in memory is our glimpse of the work in Patzuaro, 
where Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Ross are doing a 
wonderful work in their teaching of boys (similar 
to the Shelby School and where we saw a similar 
need for literature.) How can we ever forget the 
three-hour Auxiliary meeting in Zitacuaro, where 
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groups of women from miles around came at the 
invitation of their loved leaders, Miss Iona Smith 
and Miss Eufemia Manjarrez (our “Miss Pema,’’) 
to meet the visitors from the States. We remem- 
ber now their stories of how they do personal 
work among their friends, seeking to win them to 
the living Christ who means so much to them. 
The same refrain ran through each visit—‘How 
they need Christian literature! How much more 
fruit for the Master could be harvested if these 
faithful servants of His had adequate literature 
for their ministry in Christ’s Name to men, wom- 
en, young people and children of Mexico!” We 
return to the States now with more than an 
“idea.” It is a conviction. 


An Addenda To The Diary 

An idea—a conviction—a fact! Others saw this 
need, the Mission made the request, the Executiye 
Committee of Foreign Missions approved, the 
Committee on Woman’s Work and the Woman; 
Advisory Committee were led of God to accept 
the challenge and now for our 1943 Auxiliary 
Birthday Objective we have the privilege of bring. 
ing our love gifts to make possible more adequate 
Christian literature for our friends in Mexico! W, 
believe God will richly bless and use our Birthday 
offerings. Let us give generously, dedicating oy 
gifts through prayer to the glory of God! 


*Secretary of Woman’s Work. 





The Church And The State 


By Judge C. Ellis Ott* 


As a member of the General Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Social and Moral Welfare, and in 
connection with the proposed report of the Com- 
mittee to the next Assembly on the duty of Chris- 
tians in time of war and in preparing for the 
peace, I submitted my views to the Committee 
for consideration, the following article being 
taken almost verbatim from those views. 


It has always been my view that permanent 
social, economic and political reforms in society 
can only be accomplished through a reform of 
the individuals who compose that society and who 
mold its opinions, formulate its policies and di- 
rect its affairs. The place that the Church occu- 
pies in that social, economic and political reform 
is in making better men and women, men and 
women who are conscious of their own sin and 
need and who endeavor to inculcate in their lives 
the spirit of Christ and let that spirit be the rule 
and guide in all of their relationships and in the 
formulation and execution of their plans. In this 
way are they fitted by the Church to be a city 
set on a hill, a light on a bushel, and made to 
serve as the salt that preserves and purefies the 
whole social structure. 


How much easier would be the reforms which 
we all desire in our national life if the fifty-five 
million or more professing Christians in the na- 
tion exemplified in their lives and in their social, 
economic and political relations the principles 
taught us by the Head of the Church? Would we 
not have a much different kind of world in 
which to live if the six hundred and ninety million 
or more Christians were possessed with the spirit 
of Christ and motivated by His example and his 
teachings? The Church does have a large place 
to fill in making good citizens. That mission is 
more a result of the work of the Church rather 
than a function of it. To work, preach, teach, 
pray and serve day in and day out to convert 
individual men and women to Christ and keep 
them built up in the Christian graces does at 
times seem to be a slow, tedious and endless 
process, with no great amount of outward glory 
and display, yet that seems to be the way pro- 
vided for the Church to bring Christ and His 
religion to the world. 

The danger to the Church in making deliver- 
ances, through its highest court, on questions 
that lie within the economic and political field, 
as was said in the Address sent out by the first 


Assembly to all the Churches throughout the 
Earth, is in those instances where moral duty is 
conditioned on a political question. Said this Aé- 
dress; “Under the pretext of inculcating duty, 
the Church may usurp the power to determine 
the question which conditions it, and that is 
precisely what she is debarred from doing.” This 
is the danger which I see in the tendency of the 
Church today in injecting itself into political 
questions in an effort to give forth pronounce 
ments on moral questions that are conditioned on 
political issues. The Assembly of our Church in 
1899 (Min. p. 423), refused to give its official 
endorsement to the forthcoming Peace Confer- 
ence to be held at The Hague, not because our 
Church was opposed to peace movements, but be 
cause the question was a political one, the solution 
of which was and still is one to be solved, we 
hope, by Christian men in their proper capacity 
as citizens of their respective nations. The divided 
opinion in previous Assemblies in recommending 
or refusing to recommend the passage of laws to 
regulate the liquor traffic, and other similar 
matters, shows how keenly aware our Church has fj; 
been of the danger of projecting itself into ques 
tions having a political angle. 

On the other hand, our Church has not hesi- 
tated to go on record, through its highest court, 
in denouncing sin and the evil habits and prac 
tices of individuals which retard or destroy 
spiritual growth, such as intemperance, profanity, 
gambling and immorality. In my opinion, these 
four evils deserve a place in any report on social 
and moral welfare—both in peace and in war— 
as they are so destructive of spirituality. 


While it is the duty of a Christian as a citizen 
of his government to vote and use his influence 
as he deems best in suppressing or regulating the 
traffic in and use of intoxicating liquors, that is 
a matter for him-to decide for himself after 
prayerful consideration of the means and meas 
ures proposed or as the situation in his ow 
county, state or nation may justify. His duty 4s 
a church member and professing follower of 
Christ goes deeper and involves not only his ow 
spiritual welfare, but also throws on him the 
duty of setting a good example to others by 
abstaining from the use of a beverage that 3 
calculated to destroy his own usefulness, as well 
as lead others to moral and spiritua] decay. 
More than half the adult population of our cou 
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try belong to some branch of the Christian 
Church, and if these members had the will and 
the conviction to refuse to participate in the 
jrinks so commonly served at social functions, in 
the home and at public gatherings, how much 
vss would be the drunken parties and night 
rvelries that have disgraced our country for the 


sc im past few years. 


Profanity is not only a violation of one of the 
Ten Commandments, but it is one of the most 
common practices of our time—even among 
church members. It is one of the worst of evils 
because it destroys reverence for sacred things 
and deadens the spiritual faculties. It ranks as 
one of the most inexcusable evils. The sin of pro- 
fanity is nothing new. It is prevalent at all 
times, but seems to increase during war and 
national disturbances. It became such a _ wide 
gread evil during the Civil War that the As- 
gmbly of our Church in 1862 (Min. P. 36) found 
it necessary to condemn the evil in no uncertain 
terms. 

Gambling involves moral turpitude, and is a 
sin; it creates a desire to take from another 
‘Bsomething of value without giving anything in 
return, thus creating a morbid appetite for speedy 
gin, and injuring the moral character of those 
who participate in the vice. The Christian who 
participates in gambling or condones the practice 
lends the appearance of respectability to it, thus 
breaking down or relaxing public conscience which 
should condemn the evil. 

Immorality increases during war and leaves 
as one of its most destructive effects a lowered 
moral standard and a breakdown in the home 
“Band marriage. The Christian should strive in every 

way possible to keep his or her life pure and 
clean by thinking on those things that are pure 
and honorable, as the Apostle says; also, to up- 
hld and support a good public opinion on the 
proper relationship between the sexes, and main- 
tain those ideals and sentiments which have 
served as the very basis of the home and civili- 
zation. 

Race prejudice, economic injustice, religious 
intolerance, wrongs and evil practices in govern- 
ment will never be entirely eliminated, but they 
would be greatly improved if we could measure 
up more fully to the profession we have made 
as followers of One who set the only perfect 


form of the agreements and 
covenants to be set up for the peace after the 
war ends, this is a question that involves both 
national and international implications. The Church 
with its various branches and organizations 
cannot set itself up as a peace conference to 
solve the complicated political and economic prob- 
lems that will project themselves into the dis- 
cussions, maneuverings and contentions that will 
Inevitably accompany the setting up of a frame- 
work for the peace. 

It was alarming to see in the public press of 
February 15th the report of a world council of 
churches assembled at Geneva, supposed to repre- 
sent many Protestant churches, there engaged in 
4 controversial discussion of what form the ma- 
chinery for peace should take on purely political 
and economic questions, such as national bound- 
aries, the kind of government that should be set 
Up for each nation, the colonial system, trade 
restrictions, social security, and other questions 
which would be perfectly appropriate in an inter- 


national peace conference, or even among Chris- 
tian men assembled in a conference called to dis- 
cuss such questions, but not as representatives 
of the Church. If the Protestant Church permits 
itself to become involved in attempting to solve 
world wide economic and political problems, seek- 
ing to advise and direct the systems and policies 
to be established, we will find our Church in the 
position of another great branch of the Christian 
Church a few centuries ago whose practices and 
policies along that line were the principal causes 
leading up to the Reformation. 

There will be many honest differences of opinion 
among Christians as to what form the peace 
framework should take, and the Church cannot 
assume the authority of indicating to them what 
particular form or plan should be set up for 
the peace. There will be many sincere Christians 
who will hesitate to see our country surrender a 
portion of its national sovereignty to an inter- 
national organization whose membership will rep- 
resent a diversity of interests, and, as is not 
unlikely, may be constantly shuffling for ad- 
vantage to one or more nations represented, 
while other Christians, equally sincere, will be 
willing for our government to entrust greater 
power to the international organization, whatever 
it may be. The Church is in no position to dog- 
matically condemn or approve either isolationism 
or internationalism, whatever these terms may 
mean. 

Practically all Christians agree that there 
should be some kind of co-operation among the 
nations of the world to adjust differences and 
injustices and protect the minorities and the 
weaker nations, as well as preserve the peace. 
Just what part of this co-operation will be volun- 
tary and what part will be compulsory is a matter 
that will require deep thought and careful plan- 
ning. No agreement, pact or league will eradicate 
injustices, inequalities, national selfishness and 
aggression, nor prevent war, unless there is back 
of these arrangements a people in each nation 
who desire peace and who themselves do justly 
and insist that all grievances and differences be 
adjusted among the nations by orderly processes 
as the differences among individuals are now re- 
quired to be submitted to impartial tribunals. 


We are familiar with the story of the dispute 
between Chile and Argentina over a boundary 
in the early part of the present century. The two 
nations were preparing for war, but were finally 
persuaded to submit their disputes to arbitration. 
The dispute was satisfactorily adjusted, and the 
good women of the two countries planned a peace 
monument to be made from melted cannon. The 
statue was placed on the summit of the Andes, 
and is called the Christ of the Andes. It repre- 
sents Christ holding in one hand a cross and ex- 
tending a blessing with the other. His figure 
rests on a globe of the world, and on a tablet 
below are these words: “Sooner shall these 
mountains crumble into dust than shall the peo- 
ple of Argentina and Chile break the peace to 
which they have pledged themselves at the feet 
of Christ the Redeemer.” 

It is with this spirit alone that the peoples 
of the world can be bound to a lasting peace. 
Any agreements, pacts or leagues that may be 
confected must, if they are to keep us from 
recurring wars, rest on the Christ of the World. 


*Bogalusa, La, 
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What Is Progress? 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


The age in which we live has been spoken of 
as the age of progress. The scientific discoveries 
of the past fifty years have so revolutionized our 
way of living, made so many things easier and 
more pleasant, and opened up vistas of even 
greater possibilities in the future, that we are 
prone to accept as an established fact that all 
is in a state of progress and that we are being 
borne on a tide of achievement which will eventu- 
ally lead to a way of utopian life. 


The aim of this editorial is to prove that the 
only progress in this world worthy of the name is 
the progress of the individual soul away from sin, 
in all of its implications, and back to God thru 
faith in His Son as personal Savior. 


In no realm of scientific endeavor has there 
been more progress than in the field of surgery 
and medicine. Beginning .with aseptic surgery 
under Lister and down to the startling and bril- 
liant results in the use of the sulfanomide drugs, 
and even more recent pencillin, the modern 
achievements made possible by these discoveries 
are marvellous. The future probably holds even 
more wonderful discoveries. But, while lengthen- 
ing the span of life, alleviating suffering and 
bringing hope and physical strength to many who 
in past generations were doomed to immediate 
or lingering death, the fact remains that these 
discoveries do not and never will touch the heart 
of the problem, the cause of death, which is sin 
in the heart. 


Today, modern treatment of venereal diseases 
is revolutionary and the results brilliant. This 
progress in science tho does not touch the lust 
in the heart which lies at the root of the social 
vices. The progress necessary is a turning back 
to the One to Whom David prayed, “Create in me 
a clean heart oh God.” The “progress” of modern 
psychology shows the physical dangers of a 
promiscuous life on one hand and on the other 
offers the physical cure. At best this is a static 
situation, but, when one turns from the worldly 
conception of vice (cause, effect and cure), to 
the Lamb of God who cleanses the heart, that 
is progress. 

Again, modern science has so greatly contribut- 
ed to mechanical perfection that the entire world 
has been contracted in size beyond belief,—‘‘72 
hours the longest distance from New York by 
plane,” is a reality, while the radio, with its 
amazing development we accept as a matter of 
course. But, while opening up new possibilities for 
promiscuous life on one hand and on the other 
the spread of the Gospel, this scientific progress 
has not brought men one step nearer God. It is a 
true saying that while methods of harvesting 
have improved since Ruth’s time, we still have 
not improved on Ruth. 


In methods of education there has been 
progress. That is, more knowledge can be ac- 
quired in a shorter period of time. Many gram- 
mar and High School students today understand 
mechanical and other problems we but dimly 
grasped in College in a past generation. But, one 
can hardly affirm that this knowledge is drawing 
the children of this generation closer to God. 
Despite Paul’s warning we find a generation in- 


creasingly wise in things which are evil. Eve 
secular agencies are beginning to realize thy 
education alone, without spiritual and mor| 
stamina to control and put to a proper use th 
scientific knowledge of our time, is proving anj 
will increasingly prove a menace to civilization, 


Theological education has not entirely escaped 
this weakness in modern pedagogy. Too many 
men graduate without a thorough knowledge of the 
great source of their commission, the Bible. To 
many hours are spent on the social and economic 
maladjustments of our day without an adequate 
study of the need for individual redemption. Too 
many days are spent reading books about the 
Bible, rather than the Bible itself. Only too often 
books which contain much that is true, along 
with the poison of unbelief, are given these young 
men to read, without safeguarding comment. One 
graduate student told the writer he was given 
many such books without professorial counsel or 
warning, and, he remarked, “This has been the 
undoing of some of our most promising men.” 

A theological professor recently asked a clos 
friend why he was not enthusiastic about modem 
seminary training and his reply was, “Because » 
few of your graduates know how to deal with 
a lost sinner who needs a Savior.” This professor 
is a true man of God and this criticism was re. 
ceived in real humility and will, we believe, result 
in real progress in that man’s teaching and work 
in that Seminary. 

The desire for Church union is felt by many 
to be evidence of progress of the Church. Unles 
this is qualified by stating that union must be 
based on a like faith in the essentials of the 
Gospel we would challenge the belief that unio 
is progress. 

In our generation there is an increasing evi 
dence of unity among men and women of like 
faith, but connected with divergent groups ani 
denominations. This unity lies in a like preciow 
faith, relegating to the realm of lesser importance 
the differences between these groups. We ar 
convinced that this is the unity about which or 
Lord spoke in the 17th Chapter of John. 

This unity is in strong contrast to that foun 
today among men who think outward unio 
paramount and look on soundness of doctrine # 
nonessential to union. In taking this position the 
forget that the Scriptural order is first pur 
then peaceable. 

Let our Southern Presbyterian Church face this 
problem squarely. Will union with the Presby 
terian Church in the U.S.A. be a_ progressive 
action? If so, then we should proceed to consult 
mate this union. On the other hand, if such? 
move is one of retrogression, rather than prof 
ress, we should realize this and resist ever 
move in that direction until such time as th 
present moral barriers are removed. 

To say that our brethren in the Northen 
Church are fine Christian gentlemen, worthy 
our affection, trust and cooperation, sounds likt 
a worthy position. However, the official actiom 
of the majority of these brethren during the pa‘ 
ten years clearly indicate that they do not cor 
sider soundness of doctrine as of prime it 
portance, In taking this position they have go 
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ntrary to the clear implications of our standards 
ad called the essential facts of Christian doctrine 
“theories,’ Which may be accepted, or not, ac- 
wording to the individual desire of the individual 
inister. 

c our judgment, this is ecclesiastical anarchy, 
the very antithesis of progress. 

Here are some of the facts,—The 1910, 1916 
and 1928 Assemblies of the Northern Church de- 
dared the following five minimum doctrines of 
the Church to be essential. 


. Inerrency of the Scriptures. 
. The Virgin Birth. 
3. The Vicarious Atonement. 
. The bodily resurrection of our Lord. 
. The actuality of the miracles of our Lord. 


In taking this position the Northern Church was 
sanding on the sure foundation of the Word of 
God. But, this position was challenged by about 
1300 ministers in that Church in what has since 
become known as the Auburn Affirmation. These 
men denied these doctrines to be essential to 
ordination. 

Since that time the men who signed the Au- 
burn Affirmation have been brought more and 
more to the fore in the official and semi-official 
positions in that Church, showing conclusively 





that the majority in that Church agree with them 
that these precious doctrines are not essential. 
This statement of the situation in the Norhern 
Church is based on the facts in the case, not on 
hear-say. This being true we Southern Presby- 
terians must answer the question, Will union under 
these conditions be progress, or will it be a tragic 
mistake? 


One other very deterring factor is that union 
would not be union, it would be absorption. As 
true as that is, we believe union could be defended 
if the basis of that union was a like faith in’ 
these soul-saving doctrines of the Church. Such 
not being the case let our Church stand like a 
rock for these doctrines, even if it means stand- 
ing alone. History has proven again and again 
that it is not numbers which count, but a few, 
who are right. 


The progress which the world so greatly needs, 
and to which our Church can make a definite and 
lasting contribution, is that progress which accepts 
the ‘‘foolisness’”’ of the Gospel message and ac- 
knowledges the stumbling block of the Cross as 
the only stepping stone to eternal life. In taking 
this stand we will certainly be classed as re- 
actionary and narrow by some, but the fruits of 
this position will bring a blessing to us and our 
nation which will last for eternity. 





FAITH 
By A Pilgrim 

Faith is one of the most beautiful words in 
the English language. It combines two of the 
most valuable activities of the human intellect: 
Belief—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shall be saved,—bringing peace to the soul, 
and Trust—trust in the Lord and He will bring 
it to pass;—destroying anxious care which so 
often affects the happiness of Christians. The 
name itself comes from a Latin word meaning 
trust, therefore an important factor in Faith, 
cast thy burden on the Lord He will sustain you. 

In the great plan it was never intended that 
our stay on earth should be all joy and pros- 
perity. The sun cannot always shine, the clouds 
must gather and “into each life some rain must 
fall.” Many Christians have believing faith and 
yet not trusting faith. I was once greatly dis- 
turbed by the work of my lifetime going upon 
the rocks and night after night lay planning, 
often thrashing over and over the same old straw, 
a prey to anxious care. Then a ray of light broke 
through the darkness as I said to myself “You 
believe in God and the Bible as a Christian and 
know that your immortal soul is safe. The Bible 
tells you to cast your burden on the Lord and 
He will sustain you. Why do you not trust your 
Heavenly Father as in childhood you trusted your 
earthly father. Then I told Him all about it and 
like Christians burden at the Hill of Difficulty my 
burden rolled away and the peace that passeth 
understanding came and has never left me and 
there are no more sleepless nights. Faith is not 
only the saving grace but also the comforting 
grace when we trust as well as _ believe. 

It is so easy in our life, living in the world, for 
us to let worldly views shape our Christian views. 
It is easier to see the lost diamond in the gutter 
than to see the diamond, the immortal soul, in 





the jail bird whose crime arouses our righteous 
wrath and indignation. Yet the thief on the cross 
went straight to Paradise, forgiven. Next to faith 
in God we should have faith in man. After John 
Bunyan and then later his Pilgrim’s Progress, 
how can we doubt, and how can we Christians 
shake off the great responsibility upon each one 
of us to tell the glad tidings. 


Faith is the saving grace. The promises of God 
to us rest upon it. In the storms of life it is our 
refuge. The world cannot give it,—the world 
cannot take it away. A few years ago a very old 
man stood on a street in Baltimore, his dress 
and general appearance indicated a man of 
wealth and refinement but his countenance was 
a picture of agony and woe. A gentleman passing 
stopped and said “my friend are you in trouble 
and can I help you?” “O” the old man replied, 
“T’ve forgotten my way home, I’ve forgotten my 
own name, and I pray I may never forget the 
name of Christ my Saviour.” —S.B.W. 


PENTECOST 


“Early in the Great War (Number 1) a neutral 
observer criticizing the position of the Allied 
Forces in France, remarked, ‘At present the allied 
armies are strategically competent, but dynamically 
ineffective.’ Pentecost made the Church both 
strategically competent and dynamically effective. 
From that day, the growing Church undeniably 
had the power of God behind it. In every respect 
of its life and work this power was manifested. 
There was an obvious transition from reliance 
upon human ability, human talents, human learn- 
ing, and human credentials, to dependence upon 
the working of the Holy Spirit. We may illustrate 
the fact by a contrast. Looking at the Church to- 
day one is struck by its powerlessness. It has men 
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of intellect and multitudes of saints. It organizes 
itself for social service as well as the ministry 
of the Word. But the most enthusiastic of us 
would not claim that it inspires the world with the 
sense of power. There is a want of inspiration 
and effectual moral authority. One who knows 
the present position says, ‘This want is associated 
with the fact that men no longer believe in the 
existence of the Spirit in any effective practical 
way. They believe in God the Father, and they 
are reverent; they believe in the Saviour, and the 
Church numbers among its members millions who 
humbly try to follow in His steps; but for all 
practical purposes they are like the little band at 
Ephesus who had not so much as heard that the 
Holy Spirit was given, and, lacking the inspiration 
of such a belief, they are weak and wonder why. 
It was the discovery of the Holy Spirit on that 
memorable morning which sent the Infant Church, 
despite its weakness in members, organization 
and influence, on a career of conquest challenging 
a world which was even more unfriendly to the 
Christian message than our world is today, and 
yet winning such triumphs for the Gospel as to 
make the first forty years of the Church the most 
glorious period of Christian history. It is the in- 
ward presence of the Holy Spirit which makes the 
difference between the Church then and now.” 
—By J. I. Brice. 


Dunkirk Did A Lot 
For Him 


On a train to Liverpool a Christian worker 
himself in a crowded compartment seated near 
two soldiers, one a private, the other a sergeant 
in his middle thirties. The private was a young 
lad, ruddy and open of countenance. The Chris- 
tian worker’s heart went out to the boy, and 
he engaged both of the soldiers in conversation. 
To his surprise he discovered that they had been 
through the ordeal of Dunkirk. The younger man 
appeared particularly happy and cheerful; ap- 
peared to look on life as though it were to him 
a rosy morn. The civilian said to him, “You went 
through that terrible experience of Dunkirk, yet 
you seem so happy and cheerful.” “Oh sir,, the 
boy said, “but Dunkirk did a lot for me.” “A lot 
for you? What did it do?” “It brought me to 
Christ. While I was right in the midst of that 
conflict, I trusted Him as I had been taught. I 
was saved, and have been rejoicing in Him ever 
since.” 


One of the bright pages in the dark story of 
the war is the way many have been turning to 
the Word of God for light and help in this 
time of trial. In the reading of the New Testa- 
ment many a soldier, many a sailor have come to 
understand that the most important question of 
all, the question of a man’s eternal destiny, is 
settled when one confesses himself a sinner be- 
fore God and cries out to Him; “God be merciful 
to me a sinner and save me from my sins for 
Jesus Christ’s sake.”” For the New Testament tells 
in words clear and plain that Christ came into 
the world to save sinners, to give His life a ran- 
som for many, to suffer for sins the just for the 
unjust that He might bring us to God. “He is able 
to save unto the uttermost all that come unto 


God by Him.” —The Sailor’s Evangel. 


My Pastor* 


Thank God for my pastor. 

He is not much of a mixer. He is not a mey 
ber of one of the luncheon clubs. Except whey 
there is sickness or distress he does not vig 
very much. He is not an able man with you 
people and in a social gathering he seems jus 
a little ill at ease. He is, personally, not pap. 
ticularly attractive to men. Ordinary conversatig, 
does not come easy to him although he is on 
of the most deeply read men that I know. 

But—when I go to Church, and only sickney 
can keep me away, I know that I will hear, 
message from the Bible which will stir my soy, 
His prayers are such that I find myself praying 
with him and he expresses the spiritual longings 
of my heart and lifts me nearer the One wh 
hears and answers prayer. 

His sermons are from God’s Word, backed by 
the authority of “Thus saith the Lord,” and | 
forget the speaker in the joy of knowing thy 
God is speaking to me. Under this preaching | 
learn more about the Bible and it becomes ,; 
living Book and I want to read and know i 
better myself. Strange, i 


the Lord in other fields. Strange too, men com 
prise about half of each congregation. 

In this war he sees God’s chastisement and 
hears God’s call for us to return to Him and His 
Word. He spends many hours in prayer aniM; 
study. Week after week he shows us the love ani 
mercy of God in giving us the Saviour. We se 
that He is the only Saviour, the only One wh 
can change a man’s heart by regeneration so that 
political and racial and economic problems caf: 
be solved. He makes me want to help in thes 
terrible problems and shows me how I can 
oe doing all I can to make this Saviow 
nown. 


Thank God for my pastor. —An Elder. 


*Contributed to The Southern Presbyteria 
Journal. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
“Our Lord” 


An Affirmation Of The Deity Of Christ 
By William Childs Robinson 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing C. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


This monograph by Dr. Robinson treats on 
old and familiar subject in a fresh and stimulat- 
ing as well as convincing fashion. The need fot 
a comprehensive, yet concise, treatise such as this 
must be evident to Christian leaders today. The 
movement back from humanitarianism needs the 
guidance that a volume like this affords. There 
fore, it is most timely. 

Again, Dr. Robinson has prepared a volume df 
exceptional merit for the use of the average co 
lege student. There is a clarity of statement sup 
ported by sufficient evidence that is remarkable 
for a volume of only 239 pages. The thorough 
ness of the treatment is satisfying to the inquit 
ing mind. A mastery of the contents of this 
pel go far to sustain Christian conviction al 
aith. 

Here, in short, is a book suited admirably 1 
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the needs of young people and teachers of youth. 
But it is also valuable for all who would know 
and be able to give a reason for the faith that 
they profess. Its wide circulation now would do 
much to meet the bewilderment so common every- 

re. 
withis reviewer would like to add to this appreci- 
ation a paragraph from a letter from a graduate 
student at Princeton Theological Seminary: “Dr. 
w. C. Robinson’s book ‘Our Lord’ is one of the 
hooks in Princeton’s ‘Star Library’. There is a 

up of about five hundred books covering a 
wide field, which are considered the best in 
their respective fields. Dr. Robinson’s ‘Our Lord’ 
and Dr. Warfield’s ‘Lord of Glory’ are the only 
two on their subject in the group.” 

—Duncan G. MacLennan. 


The Guidance Of The Apostolic 


Church By The Holy Spirit 


A STUDY OF PRINCIPLES 
By Alexander Fraser 


Distributed Free By The Evangelical Fellowship, 
Inc., 100 Diamond Street, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


The author’s purpose in writing this book is 
to awaken the church to the realization of the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. He very clearly 
shows us how it may be realized by summing up 
the high lights of the Holy Spirit’s work in the 
infant and advanced stages of the Apostolic 
Church and in comparison shows us the Churches’ 
need today of the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 


The Church of today and the Apostolic Church 
are much alike in comparison and the aim and 
ideals of the Church are still the same as in days 
of old. In evangelism, in missionary activity both 
at home and abroad, in freedom from Jewish 
legalism, in Prophetic teachings of the Holy Spirit 
and in the organization and unity of the Church 
is this similarity brought forth. The Apostles were 
confronted with many problems and the Holy 
Spirit guided them through all hours of strife 
and trials. The Church today, too, can look to the 
Holy Spirit for leadership and guidance through 


the many problems which are ours because of 
sin. 


In reading this book one appreciates more the 
perpetual work of the Holy Spirit and is en- 
couraged to rest upon His never failing guidance. 
He is our pilot directing us through the rocks 
in the stormy seas of life. 


Christ In His Suffering 


(Volume I) 
By K. Schilder, Ph.D. 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


_ Author Schilder introduces us to Christ’s suffer- 
ings in His triple office of Prophet, Priest, and 
King with profound insight and in scintillating 
style. As we begin this volume we immediately 
admire the author’s homiletical technique and 
exclaim, What a preacher! We read further and 
observe his marvelous expository gifts and we 
are forced to confess, What an exegete! We read 
still further and are impressed by his theological 
grasp and affirm, What a theologian! ; 
This first volume begins with the incident in 





our Lord’s career when Peter endeavored to per- 
suade the Saviour not to go to the cross. Dr. 
Schilder analyzes Christ’s answer to Peter, and 
points out that in reality it was Satan who was 
trying to interfere with Christ’s work as our 
Priest, who was to offer Himself for our sins and 
reconcile us unto God. Every detail of our Lord’s 
Passion is dealt with from this point through the 
Redeemer’s experience in Gethsemane. Closing 
his analysis of Christ’s sufferings in the Garden, 
the author remarked, “‘We now leave Gethsemane 
with our eyes fixed upon the isolated Christ. We 
know that in God and in the eternal good pleasure 
our redemption is sure. For nothing man could 
give, not even the aspiration of a passionate long- 
ing for Christ which trembled in human souls, 
qualified Him for the sacrifice. He ignited all 
His incense alone. He dwelt in His absolute iso- 
lation, and His own flame alone reached up to 
Heaven. His own arm alone acquired salvation.” 

Today there is a growing recognition of the 
person and presence of Satan in the world. Too 
long Satan’s presence has been either denied or 
ignored. Dr. Schilder is not such a blind or stupid 
guide. He points out with remarkable clearness 
that Satan was Christ’s most formidable enemy 
during His Passion Week. He writes, “As Christ 
enters the room of the Passover to celebrate the 
sacrament with His disciples for the last time 
under the shadow of the Old Covenant, Satan 
steals in beside Him. This is not the first time 
that the Satanic element has revealed itself in 
the history of the passion. But the feature that 
distinguishes the present manifestation of Satan 
from His previous interventions is that it ac- 
centuates the contrast between the divine and 
the Satanic influence upon the human life of 
Jesus. Formerly, the Satanic element imposed 
itself upon Him; now He Himself beckons it to 
come out, constrains it to reveal itself. Then Christ 
said: “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Now He says: 
“Satan, come forth.” 


This book should be read by every Christian 
minister prior to each Communion Service. The 
preacher who bathes his soul in the devotional 
atmosphere of this reverent study of our Lord’s 
sufferings will be a better man and a stronger 
preacher of the gospel. The minister or layman 
who reads this first volume will be eager to 
procure the other two volumes in this penetrating 
series on the work of Christ for our salvation. 

—John R. Richardson. 


oo 


The King Came Riding 
By Bernard J. Mulder 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 1943. Price $1.00. 


This is the book for the present hour of unrest 
and uncertainty and questionings. It furnishes the 
spiritual flood that gives fortitude to those who 
are following the King, through these crucial days. 
Those who peruse its pages and follow the thought 
paths of the author will be richly rewarded. 

Dr. Mulder has revealed in language striking 
and forceful the Majesty and Kingliness of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. His strict adherence to the 
Biblical records is heartening, and that he knows 
whereof he writes is revealed in no uncertain way. 

He has packed into nine chapters spiritual 
vitamins that are soul-enriching. These medi- 
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tations feature various phases in the closing 
months of the life of Jesus, and as one reads each 
chapter the title of “The King Came Riding” is 
found to take the major theme. Every act of Jesus 
reveals His Kingship. No one could carry a Cross 
Like Him. He is a’ new type of Sovereign as He 
rides the ass’s colt into Jerusalem. 


His behavior in Mary’s house, the Kingliness of 
His own holy nature, His conduct in the garden, 
He must go on, and further, and deeper, into the 
complete yielding of the Father’s will. 


The centrality of His Cross, His magnanimity 
reaches its high-water mark at Calvary. He makes 
the cross become the throne and the tomb, He 
enters; He is buried, thereby sanctifying this ex- 
perience for all His followers. The result is that 
death is mastered, and the grave has lost its vic- 
tory. 


And the Idle Tale is a chapter rich in truth and 
beauty. In the final chapter one is gripped and 
overpowered by the challenging cry: “If any man 
will come after me, let him take up his cross and 
follow me.” Whoever does is a brother of Jesus. 

By all 
book. 

Reviewed by: Ellsworth Erskine Jackson, Min- 
ister of Market Square Presbyterian Church, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 


Hymns That Endure 


By W. Thorburn Clark 


Published: By The Broadman Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.00. 


One of the richest treasures of the Christian 
Church is her hymn book. The Christian who is 
willing to spend a little time with the classic 
hymns of Christendom will soon become a finer 
Christian. The Christian who neglects these price- 
less gems of Christian literature is impoverishing 
his soul. A good guide is helpful in interpreting 
the hymns we sing. Such a guide is Dr. Clark, the 
author of this book, on the hymns which have 
endured through the centuries. He gives us the 
interesting history and background of twenty of 
our; choicest hymns without burdening the reader 
with technical details. This volume is designed to 
serve many useful purposes. It may be employed 
as a devotional aid. It may also be used profitably 
in a series of Sunday evening or midweek services. 
Every chapter in this book will move the reader 
Christward. —John R. Richardson. 


They Made Him Christ 
By Walter P. Bradley, Ph.D., Sc.D. 


Published By The Christopher Publishing House, 
Boston, Mass. 1942. 384 Pages. Price $3.50. 


Books about Jesus Christ are without number. 
Books that confirm the historic Christian view of 
our Lord are rare. They Made Him Christ is not 
of this class. There is nothing new about the book. 
Nor does it reveal unusual scholarship. Credit is 
due the author for his frankness. Unbelief is sel- 
dom frank in its popular utterances. It has greater 
success with the language of faith. 

The author’s thesis is plain from the beginning: 
“The great transformation whereby Jesus of 
Nazareth, successor to John the Baptist as herald 
of a coming Messiah, himself became recognized 
as the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus 


means read this thought-provoking 




















did no more than proclaim a coming Saviour, } 
was no more than John the Baptist. His disej 
and time made Him Christ. This is discovereg 
the gospels’ “contradictory statements and ip 
cations concerning him.” The gospels, to be unde. 
stood, must be arranged in the following o 
Mark, Matthew, Luke, John. John’s Jesus igs ty 
complete development of Mark’s. The idea of thy 
Christ, the Son of God, originated with the Pe» 
sian Zoroaster and became a part of Judaism dy 
ing the Exile. Paul, the first Christian, took y 
this idea and applied it most successfully to Jes 


It is aot the purpose of this review to answe 
such an argument. It is enough to remark that 
the author begins with an assumption of the jp 
possibility of the supernatural. He sets up eve 
man as his own authority. He apparently has neve 
seriously considered the conclusive argument of 
J. Gresham Machen’s The Origin of Paul’s 



























































































ligion. p- 
The author concludes with a consideration of Vi 
the worth of a Christless Christianity. The Goi[m © 





Life remains. That is of man’s own making. It 
not rooted in orthodox Christianity. Left also ar 
the “teachings of Jesus.” The only loss is Chris 
ology. That is a “loss which to many will bring 
immense relief.” But he who has known a hojj 
God, the bitterness of sin, the terrible fact of his 
own inability, finds value in nothing less that; 
Christianity with a Christ who is wholly God. 

—Adrian De Young. 
















Christianity And 
International Order 
THE CHURCH'S TASK 


The International Review of Mission for 0 
tober, 1942, carries an able and realistic dis 
cussion of Christianity And International Order, 
by Heinz Golzen, Dr.Jur. of Gottingen and Dr.Th 
of Basel. Dr. Golzen is especially well prepared 
write this article. As a Prussian officer in the fird 
World War he gave an arm for the Fatherlani 
and was converted to the Christian Faith. As 
Doctor of Jurisprudence he held a high positis 
as judge in Berlin until the race law remove 
him. The same exclusion kept him from appoin 
ment as a German pastor after he had complete 
the study of theology and compelled him to got 
England to earn a living. Golzen writes from li 
intimate knowledge of Central Europe, from 
realistic realization of total depravity and from 
wide acquaintance with history. For example, 
points out that the Holy Alliance of 1815 wa 
used by these “Holy Allies’ for the persecution 
one another’s fugitive Liberals and for the su 
pression of the Hungarian and Polish nation, # 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Golzen closes his ¢ 
cellent discussion with the following statement ¢ 
the Church’s Task: 


“It is here that we approach the task of tl 
Church. Faith, the vehicle of the Holy Spirt 
comes by hearing, and hearing comes by the wo 
of God, and to preach the word of God is the ta 
of the Church. In fact, this is all that the Chur 
can do for a better order of the world. If she do 
it with all the grace that God bestows upon he 
it may please Him that His Word and Spirit w 
lay hold of those responsible for the new order? 
oo world, and this is the Christian hope for ® 
uture.” 



































